Are We Excited Yet?
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Why do we come to church?
- Why do you come to church?
- To grow closer to the Lord, to worship Him, blah blah blah… (Not that these answers are wrong, they just tend to be superficial)

- We all know the right things to say. We can all sit here and say this or that without it even meaning anything to us.
Do we come to church/youth to get entertained?
· Church should be different from everything else around us.
· Church should be fun. We should leave with the feeling that we have gotten something out of it.

· Should church be entertaining? That depends how you look at it. It shouldn’t be like a football game or like going bowling. The entertainment comes from the source of why we come in the first place, which is Jesus.

· Why? A.W. Tozer wrote, “The Christian is a man of heaven temporarily living on earth. Though in spirit divided from the race of fallen men he must yet in the flesh live among them. In many things he is like them, but in others he differs so radically from them that they cannot but see and resent it.”
· In other words, we are temporarily here on earth and have to live in this world. The difference is that what’s in us is different from what is in the world. 
· The world says, “All you need is money to be happy and successful. All you need is a little fame and success to feel important. To make you feel good, go buy those things that are too expensive and you can’t afford. Oh and make sure to get a whole bunch of friends no matter what kind of lifestyles they live because you are cool if you have lots of friends.”
· That’s what the world says but JESUS says, “All you need is me.”
· Our entertainment and excitement should be in Jesus.

· I went to a MercyMe concert a few years back and the lead singer said something that went like this, “We sing and worship and are excited not because of a show. We are excited because Jesus loves us. When you are close with Jesus, your life will reflect your love for Him.”
Do we come to church/youth without expecting anything to happen?
· A lot of us just come to church with the mentality of not achieving anything.
· We come in, sit down, maybe chat with a few friends, stand when we sing, and sit when the speaker speaks and then go home after we pray.
· This makes my job harder. I think, “How can we get youth involved? What can I do to make things exciting?”

· Then I think, Hey I’m just a man; it shouldn’t be what I can do to get you excited. All I can do is point you to Jesus.

· Yeah, we can have games and make things fun but we should be here because we are interested in how close we can get to Jesus.

· Like I said before, our entertainment and excitement should be in Jesus.

· We should be excited that we have a chance to freely worship the One who created us. The One who made the world into existence. To show our love to the One who died upon the cross so that we can live forever.

· We have been saved from a life of sin, which in itself is something to get excited about.

· A few years back, I was given a CD of a speaker who was actually talking about real estate and how to make money off of homes and stuff. This guy was an amazing speaker and what he had to say about real estate really applied to anything. He said something like, “In order to achieve something, you have to have faith in it. You must have a passion for it and be excited about it. If you need other people to help get it achieved, you must also make it their passion and get them excited about it. If you don’t have a passion for it or if they don’t get excited, then it is destined to fail.”

· As Christians, this should have a domino-like effect. I’m excited, with causes you to get excited, then that causes him to get excited. You bring your friends and they see that we are excited, then that makes them excited. So on and so on.

What is there to be excited about?
· Jesus said I have come so that you may have life and have it more abundantly.
· We have an eternal life to look forward to.
· The little things are exciting.

· I’ve been showing Landon some things on the guitar, which he already is getting good. Soon he’ll be better than me. That’s scary! The last couple of days, I’ve been teaching Lane how to play the drums. I’ll show him something on the drums then leave and let him work on it. Two or three hours later, he’ll come into my office with an excited look telling me that he’s figured it out and can now play a certain beat.

· We also should be excited about the little things that God does for us.
· We know to say, “Hey, look at what God has done for me in my life.” It could be something so small and insignificant to others but it was something important to you.
· What are some things that God has done for you, that are worth getting excited over?
· Another thing to get excited about is our future. Won’t it be awesome to get to live forever with Jesus, strolling down streets of gold in our sweet new rides, and living in our phatty mansion?
When we are excited, how does it affect others?
· Like the domino effect I explained earlier, when we get excited it can drastically change everyone and everything around us.

· It’s like trying to put out an inextinguishable fire, it’s impossible. It just burns everything in its path.

· A few months before we moved out here, there were two huge fires in the Northwest. One in California by San Diego and one in Oregon in the mountain areas. Together, they destroyed and burned down everything in their path. They poured millions of gallons of water from the Pacific Ocean on them. Tons of emergency firemen came from all over the US to help put out these two fires. Nothing they did changed or put out the two fires. Basically they just had to wait until the fire settled and eventually just burned out.

· If we were like those fires, how would that affect the people around us? How would that affect the area we live in?

· It affects others in a positive way. They’ll want what you have. They’ll long to be close to the Lord, like you are. And your excitement will rub off on others.

How do we get excited?
1. We must open our eyes to see what God has done for us.

- When we are trying to understand something we think about it and when we finally get it, it’s like a light bulb clicks on in our heads.

- Many of us know about the things God did for us or that Jesus died for us but few of us take the time to let the light bulb click on.

- Take a look at the little things God does for you. How He protects you and protects the ones you love.

-Take a look at how blessed you are. How God has had His hand on you from the beginning of your life.

- Let the light bulb click on and then express your gratitude to God by being excited, by expressing your love to Him in your worship, by giving your time to Him by reading His Word.

2. We must remember that we are men and women of Heaven.

· Just like Tozer said, we have to realize that we are men and women of Heaven and that we’re only temporarily here on earth.
· You were created because God wanted to love you. It’s that simple.
· We need to remember that we are here on earth to fulfill a life that is fully dedicated to Christ. After we breathe our last breath, we won’t be able to choose Christ then. We must choose Him now, that way we’ll be able to be with Him forever.

3. We must not allow ourselves to become distracted or defeated.
· So many times we will be doing well in walk with God and then we’ll allow ourselves to get distracted by school, work, friends, family, pride or other things that can distract us.

· In this world, it is easy to feel defeated. We have so many things going against us as Christians.
· The devil looks as us and says, “Look at you, you think that you are better than everyone else. You are just a coward. You think that God can save you from your sin? You are a horrible person and you know it.”

· This makes us feel defeated. But Jesus said that the battle has already been won by God, all we need to do it fight through it. In the end, the victory is the Lords.
Apply this to your life.
- What I’ve been saying, I’ve said it to all of you, but now I want to direct it to everyone individually.
- Please take a minute and answer these questions honestly.
· Will you continue to not acknowledge what God has done or will you open your eyes and let the light bulb click on?

· Will you choose the ways of this world or will you choose to be a man or woman of Heaven?

· Will you allow yourself to become distracted and defeated or will you keep your focus on Jesus?

· Will you become excited about what God has done or will you just come to church or youth, sit, stand and wait to be entertained?

The Purpose of Church/Youth
· We want to make sure you’ve left here knowing that you’ve have learned something.

· That you’ve taken a step closer in your relationship with the Lord.

There are 5 Key Purposes for Church
1. Fellowship

2. Ministry

3. Worship

4. Evangelism

5. Discipleship

· Over the next few weeks, we are going to learn the meaning of these five key purposes and how to apply them to our lives.

