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Have you ever been on the outside of an inside joke?

· I remember seeing a television show a while back.

· A bunch of people were in this living room and all the people knew something about one person there, except that one person.

· They were cracking jokes and poking fun at this person but he was oblivious that they were making fun of him

· He just laughed right along with them

Has anyone ever experienced that before?

Have you ever had a secret crush on someone?
· I was at the Middle School game last night and there was a junior high boy in front of me.

· Around halftime, I remember a girl coming over to him and telling him that a certain girl sitting down the row had a big crush on him.

· He got embarrassed.

· When the girl went back to her friend, the girl with the crush got mad at her for telling her secret.

How many of us here have secrets?
Secrets we’re trying to hide from God?
Do you think that Judas’ betrayal was his little secret?
· It was a secret to everybody but God.

· We read in John 13 that nobody but Jesus knew the secret.

John 13:21-27
“After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, "I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me." His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, "Ask him which one he means.” Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, "Lord, who is it?" Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish." Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon. As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. "What you are about to do, do quickly," Jesus told him, but no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the Feast, or to give something to the poor. As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.

· The disciples were on the outside of an inside betrayal!
· If the other disciples knew that Judas was planning on betraying Jesus, do you think that they would let him live?

· Probably not.

· Remember Peter, when he took his sword and cut off the soldier’s ear?

· He didn’t want Jesus to die, even though he knew that’s what Jesus had to do.

· Judas had a secret and soon it would be revealed.

We all know the story. We know what Judas’ secret was. He betrayed Jesus for money.

Some of us have secrets that nobody will ever know about.

Some of us have secrets that people do find out about.

And some of us are ashamed at the secrets we have in our lives.

Ephesians 5:1-14
“Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person--such a man is an idolater--has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are disobedient. Therefore do not be partners with them. For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for it is light that makes everything visible.”

The things we do in secret will be revealed.
Luke 2:2-3
“There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs.”

What does this mean?
1. Everything you do will be revealed on the day of judgment
· Every good thing and every bad thing you’ve done

· All the secrets you have will be made known

2. Is this supposed to be scare you?

· No. It’s supposed to show you that you need to make the choice to live holy and completely for God

· Once you’ve asked God for forgiveness of your sins, those won’t be revealed because the Bible says that God has forgotten them the day He forgave you.

If we don’t live for God with our whole heart, this will be a sad day.

Does God want us to be perfect?
All He wants is for us to love Him and devote our lives to Him.

Get rid of all your secrets by asking His forgiveness.
