You Have Been Warned

Theological question: 

Who is God and what is He like?

Big Idea: 

A proper view of God is based on the truth that He is a perfect Heavenly Father who loves, gives, and forgives. 

Scriptures Used:

So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. His son said to him, '"Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son." 

But his father said to the servants, "Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found." So the party began. (Luke 15:20-24)

Opener: Funny warning labels

Read the strange warning labels from the Soul Fuel below:

On Sears hairdryer:
Do not use while sleeping.

On Marks & Spencer Bread Pudding:
Product will be hot after heating.

On packaging for a Rowenta iron:
Do not iron clothes on body.

On Nytol sleep aid:
Warning: may cause drowsiness.

On a Korean kitchen knife:
Warning keep out of children.

On a string of Chinese-made Christmas lights:
For indoor or outdoor use only.

On Sainsbury's peanuts:
Warning: contains nuts.

On a child's Superman costume:
Wearing of this garment does not enable you to fly.

Ask the students:

· Why do people put such obvious warning labels on things?

· Are there people that might not know those things? 

· Why or why not?

· Have you ever ignored a warning label and suffered consequences? 

· What happened?

Transition into the teaching outline below by telling the students you have a warning label that should be obvious but is often ignored that goes like this:

Teaching Outline:

Point #1: Warning: A wrong view of God leads to the wrong view of life.

There are a ton of Christians who have made God into the God they think is out there, but is only based on their opinions, which then leads to an attempt to connect with a God who isn't even there. This is key because if we have a mistaken view of who God really is, we will live a mistaken Christianity. We'll be praying for the wrong things, looking at life the wrong way, and generally walk through life going the wrong direction. (Note - you could use Islamo-fascism as an example here.)
Point #2: There are several different and common misperceptions of God

The Vending Machine God
That's right - just step right up, put in your money (and use exact change, please), push the button and presto! You have your heart's desire! Oops, did I say money? I meant, just step up to God, say the right prayer (use an exact prayer, please), say amen and presto! You have your heart's desire. The cool thing is that the Vending Machine God will stay right in the same place, plugged in, and always stocked with your favorite answers to prayer.
The Law Enforcement God
This is the God who sits on the side of the road of life with His 'fun-gun' sticking out the window. Any time you start to enjoy life, He is right there to pull you over and hand you a nice 'guilt' ticket. Even though you know you're forgiven, you don't feel it, because the Law Enforcement God is there to remind you that any joy and happiness in life comes straight from the devil.
The Old Man God
Eh? Speak up - I can't hear you! This is the God who is like the uber-old grandparent who sits in his rocker on the porch of heaven and loves to tell stories 'bout the good-ole-days. You know, like when He split the Red Sea and helped a little boy take out a giant and rally his nation. But those days are gone now, so He just reads the paper and waits for your occasional visit. I say occasional because, of course, He can't relate to what you're going through.
And if none of these fit you, I have a catch-all. How about the myspace.com God? This is the God that you personally design, and amazingly enough, ends up looking a lot like you! Your view of life, your plans for the future, and your wishes, wants, and desires.
Exercise: Have the students take some time and discuss where these views of God came from, which ones they relate to, and why they are false.

Point #3: God is a perfect Heavenly Father

So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. His son said to him, "Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son." 
"But his father said to the servants, '"uick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found." So the party began. (Luke 15:20-24)
This is the conclusion to a story about a rebellious son who took a bunch of his dad's cash and blew it on sex, drugs, and rock-n-roll. You would think that his dad would disown him and never talk to him again, but instead he welcomed him home.
One reason Jesus told this story was to give us a picture of what God is like. In a word, He is like a Daddy. He is a perfect Father who loves, gives, and forgives over and over and over again. He loves you too much to be just a vending machine, He gives you too much to feel guilty over a life full of joy, and He forgives you again and again for thinking that the God who invented life can't relate to your life.
That's the proper view of God, but warning: A real view of God will lead to a real view of life...
And don't say I didn't warn you!
Application:

Head: What you need to know about this truth

A proper view of God is based on the truth that He is a perfect Heavenly Father who loves, gives, and forgives.

Heart: What you need to feel about this truth

You should feel incredibly accepted and loved...because you are! God isn't a vending machine, law enforcement officer, old man, or 'whatever' you make Him. He is God, and He is your Daddy.

Hands: What you need to do about this truth

There are two brothers in the story from Luke 15. One is the rebellious son, while the other is an obedient child who didn't leave home. They both serve the same father, and they both made mistakes. The rebellious one obviously shouldn't have rebelled, and the obedient one ended up being resentful that his father forgave his brother. If you are rebellious right now, come home. If you have been obedient, be thankful that you serve a forgiving God, and take your eyes off other Christians and keep them on the Father.

SMALL GROUP QUESTOINS

· Which 'false God' can you relate the most to?

· Where do these views of God come from?

· Are there any elements of truth in the wrong views? 

· Why or why not?

· Why do we forget God is a perfect heavenly Father?

· Does He always accept us?

· Why doesn't he chase after us when we run away?

· Why is it hard to see God as a Father?

· How can we separate our view of our earthly father and God?

· How does the truth of God as a perfect Daddy impact your view of life?

· What is one way you want to apply this truth?

