Ghost Stories

Theological question:

Who is the Holy Spirit and what does he do?

Big Idea: 

The Holy Spirit is God. The Holy Spirit is not an impersonal force, He is a Person. The Holy Spirit is living inside all Christians. 

Who is the Holy Spirit

1. the Holy Spirit is not a ghost, or Casper with a cross...He is God – 
There was also a man named Ananias who, with his wife, Sapphira, sold some property. He brought part of the money to the apostles, but he claimed it was the full amount. His wife had agreed to this deception. Then Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart? You lied to the Holy Spirit, and you kept some of the money for yourself. The property was yours to sell or not sell, as you wished. And after selling it, the money was yours to give away. How could you do a thing like this? You weren't lying to us but to God." Acts 5:1-4
2.  Holy Spirit is not an impersonal, mystical, movie force, He is a Person. 

He speaks to people: 

One day as these men were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Dedicate Barnabas and Saul for the special work I have for them." (Acts 13:2) 
His feelings are hurt when we sin: 

And do not bring sorrow to God's Holy Spirit by the way you live. (Ephesians 4:30) 
He thinks about Christians all the time: 

How precious are your thoughts about me, O God! They are innumerable! I can't even count them; they outnumber the grains of sand! And when I wake up in the morning, you are still with me! (Psalm 139:17-18) 
He has a desire for the world: 

And when he comes, he will convince the world of its sin, and of God's righteousness, and of the coming judgment. (John 16:8) 
He has a dream for you: 

For the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you through Christ Jesus from the power of sin that leads to death. (Romans 8:2) 
3.   the Holy Spirit is not floating around, He is living inside all Christians.  
Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? (I Corinthians 3:16) 
SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS
· Think back to your earliest recollections of the Holy Spirit. 

· What where your earliest impressions? 

· How have they changed over time?

· When you think of God, what image forms in your mind? 

· Is it God the Father, Jesus the Son, the Holy Spirit, or a combination of all three? 

· Why?

· How is an impersonal force, like "The Force" in Star Wars, different from the personal nature of the Spirit of God?

· When you trusted Christ as your only hope of salvation, God moved in! He is there whenever you need Him to guide, protect, comfort, and correct. 

· How does this make you feel? 

· Do you view the Holy Spirit living inside you more like a counselor or a hall monitor? 

· Ephesians 4:30 tells us, "And do not bring sorrow to God's Holy Spirit by the way you live." 

· What do you think this verse means? 

· How do you wrap your mind around God experiencing sorrow as a result of our attitudes and behavior? 

· Are you taking advantage of the priceless treasure of the Holy Spirit that you';ve been given?

