Ghost Stories

Theological question:

Who is the Holy Spirit and what does he do?

Big Idea: 

The Holy Spirit is God. The Holy Spirit is not an impersonal force, He is a Person. The Holy Spirit is living inside all Christians. 

Scripture Used: 

Acts 5:1-4, Acts 13:2, Ephesians 4:30, Psalm 139:17-18, John 16:8 

Romans 8:2 I, Corinthians 3:16 

Opener: 

Have the students pair up and share their favorite or most personal ghost story. 

Teaching Outline:

Say something like: 

When someone mentions ghosts or spirits, what is the first thing that pops into your head? Give the students time to answer. 

So with that in mind, when I mention the Holy Spirit or the Holy Ghost, what is the first thing that pops into your mind? Casper with a cross, right? 

Not exactly what God had in mind. 

Having an accurate view of the Holy Spirit is a critical part of living the Christian life. So if you're a little (or a lot) confused about this sometimes mysterious member of the Trinity, let's look at who the Holy Spirit really is.

Who is the Holy Spirit

1. the Holy Spirit is not a ghost, or Casper with a cross...He is God - with all the same characteristics and qualities of the Father and the Son. People who deny this fact have never read this story: 

There was also a man named Ananias who, with his wife, Sapphira, sold some property. He brought part of the money to the apostles, but he claimed it was the full amount. His wife had agreed to this deception. Then Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart? You lied to the Holy Spirit, and you kept some of the money for yourself. The property was yours to sell or not sell, as you wished. And after selling it, the money was yours to give away. How could you do a thing like this? You weren't lying to us but to God." Acts 5:1-4
Peter first says that Ananias lied to the Holy Spirit, then points out that he lied to God. Questions? There should be none. 

Being God means being everywhere, knowing everything, holding all power, and having no beginning or end. 

2.  Holy Spirit is not an impersonal, mystical, movie force, He is a Person. Just because He is missing familiar personality titles like Father or Son doesn't mean He is missing familiar personality traits like intelligence, feelings, thoughts, desires and dreams. Here are some examples: 

He speaks to people: 

One day as these men were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Dedicate Barnabas and Saul for the special work I have for them." (Acts 13:2) 
His feelings are hurt when we sin: 

And do not bring sorrow to God's Holy Spirit by the way you live. (Ephesians 4:30) 
He thinks about Christians all the time: 

How precious are your thoughts about me, O God! They are innumerable! I can't even count them; they outnumber the grains of sand! And when I wake up in the morning, you are still with me! (Psalm 139:17-18) 
He has a desire for the world: 

And when he comes, he will convince the world of its sin, and of God's righteousness, and of the coming judgment. (John 16:8) 
He has a dream for you: 

For the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you through Christ Jesus from the power of sin that leads to death. (Romans 8:2) 
3.   the Holy Spirit is not floating around, He is living inside all Christians.  
Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? (I Corinthians 3:16) 
This is a completely awesome truth. When you trusted Christ as your only hope of salvation, God moved in! He is there whenever you need Him to guide, protect, comfort, and correct. He wants you to be there when He needs you to share Christ and be Christ to the world around you. 

Application: 

Say something like: 

Now that you have a better understanding of who the Holy Spirit is, how do you apply that to your lives? By putting into practice these three principles 

· The Holy Spirit is God...worship Him! 

· The Holy Spirit is a Person...love Him! 

· The Holy Spirit lives inside you...serve Him! 

Closing: 

Allow some time for questions and/or comments. 

Head: What you need to know about this truth

The Holy Spirit is not a ghost or an impersonal force. He is God and has a personality which includes personality, intellect, emotions, and a will. At the moment of salvation the Holy Spirit comes to live inside a believer. 

Heart: What you need to feel about this truth

Knowing that the Person of God lives inside you should bring up strong feelings of confidence, gratefulness, and motivation. When you base your confidence on yourself, it will ultimately fail. When you base it on God, it ultimately cannot fail. Here's a story that brings this truth out:

Come with me into West Texas during the Depression. Mr. Ira Yates was like many other ranchers and farmers. He had a lot of land, and a lot of debt. Mr. Yates wasn't able to make enough on his ranching operation to pay the principal and interest on the mortgage, so he was in danger of losing his ranch. With little money for clothes or food, his family (like many others) had to live on a government subsidy.

Day after day, as he grazed his sheep over those rolling West Texas hills, he was no doubt greatly troubled about how he would pay his bills. Then a seismographic crew from an oil company came into the area and told him there might be oil on his land. They asked permission to drill a wildcat well, and he signed a lease contract.

At 1,115 feet they struck a huge oil reserve. The first well came in at 80,000 barrels a day. Many subsequent wells were more than twice as large. In fact, 30 years after the discovery, a government test of one of the wells showed it still had the potential flow of 125,000 barrels of oil a day.

And Mr. Yates owned it all. The day he purchased the land he had received the oil and mineral rights. Yet, he'd been living on relief. A multimillionaire living in poverty. The problem? He didn't know the oil was there even though he owned it. 

Are you ready to take advantage of the priceless treasure you've been given? 

Hands: What you need to do about this truth

One of the great things about having the Holy Spirit live inside you is that you have the ability to understand the Bible. After all, He's the One who wrote it, right? This is like getting a pair of glasses that allows you to see the unseen world. When you start to realize how amazing the Bible is, and how you have the author with you at every moment, you'll have no trouble diving into God's Word. This week, set aside 10-15 minutes a day to read the Bible, and be sure and ask the Holy Spirit to make it come alive and show you what it means before you read. I can pretty much guarantee that your devotions will never be the same! 

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS
· Think back to your earliest recollections of the Holy Spirit. 

· What where your earliest impressions? 

· How have they changed over time?

· When you think of God, what image forms in your mind? 

· Is it God the Father, Jesus the Son, the Holy Spirit, or a combination of all three? 

· Why?

· How is an impersonal force, like "The Force" in Star Wars, different from the personal nature of the Spirit of God?

· When you trusted Christ as your only hope of salvation, God moved in! He is there whenever you need Him to guide, protect, comfort, and correct. 

· How does this make you feel? 

· Do you view the Holy Spirit living inside you more like a counselor or a hall monitor? 

· Ephesians 4:30 tells us, "And do not bring sorrow to God's Holy Spirit by the way you live." 

· What do you think this verse means? 

· How do you wrap your mind around God experiencing sorrow as a result of our attitudes and behavior? 

· Are you taking advantage of the priceless treasure of the Holy Spirit that you';ve been given?

