The Chicken! The Road! The Truth!

Theological question: 

Why did Jesus die on the Cross? 

Point #1: Jesus died on the Cross as a sacrifice to atone (pay) for our sins. 

Problem - everyone is a sinner. 
For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God's glorious standard. Romans 3:23
Because God cannot let sin/sinners into heaven, He sent a solution:
He is Jesus Christ, the one who is truly righteous. He himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins-and not only our sins but the sins of all the world. 1 John 2:1-2
Point #2 - Jesus died on the Cross to provide the way to heaven 

Problem - we can't earn our own salvation, because God requires a perfect life followed by a sacrificial death for that.
Because no one would be able to do that, He made a way:
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.  John 3:16-17
Point #3 - Jesus died on the Cross to give us the power to defeat sin in our lives 

Problem - after we trust Christ for salvation, we still can't defeat sin in our own power.
Because God wants the best for His children, He gives us the power:
He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for what is right. By his wounds you are healed. 1 Peter 2:24
Small Group Questions

· Do most people understand why Jesus died on the Cross? Why or why not? 

· Why does the Bible call the Cross a 'stumbling block' and 'foolishness' (1 Cor 1:23)? Ex: people's pride, lack of faith, etc. 

· How can we best get the amazing message of the Cross to those around us? 

· Why do most people think Jesus died on the Cross?

· What did Jesus have to say about why He died on the Cross?

· How would your life be different if Jesus wasn't crucified?

· How can the power of the Cross help you defeat sin in your life?

· What is one way you can get the message of the Cross to your unsaved friends?

