Grace
The Robe, The Ring and some Chuck Taylor’s

Luke 15

Three complements he hangs out with sinners

Question:  Why do you hang out with low life’s?

Answer:
Lost Sheep

Lost Coin

Lost Son

Order of value 

God reveling himself..

Sheep the founder is Jesus

Coin the founder is the church woman Bride of Christ..Holy Spirit 
Son  The founder is God

To revile the nature of God…
10 "For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost." Luke 19:10

17"But when he came to himself, he said, "How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 19and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants."' 20"And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21And the son said to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22"But the father said to his servants, "Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' And they began to be merry. Luke 15:17-24
Three Underserved Gifts From the Father

Question: What these gifts tell us about the father?
1 You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.. 2 Timothy 2:1-2

When you get a gift that is huge you don’t just so thanks and walk away…gee wilkers 
Grace is the ultimate gift that was given to the World 
When God gives you the keys to the kingdom a lot of  time we just say thank you and we walk away….when you accept the gift it honors the giver

Not just receive the Grace but to be Strong in the Grace.

Roll in the power of the cross of Christ…if grace is a jacket then put it on…get a hat that matches it.  

It’s not like let me pay you back…no…no…please…you did not earn it…you are who you are by the grace of God…get comfortable in it…just Roll with it…

We have looked at the father…he is the picture of the father…Grace is more of a person then…a principle….if you are looking for grace…God is grace..
Grace Runs at us

Grace embraces us

Grace Kisses us

What do these three gifts tell us about the father?

Who has a robe…robes are a morning cover up….in that culture it means more then that

Ring…in our culture means marriage 

Shoes sandals …don’t really mean anything 

When Jesus said a robe, ring and sandals…the crowd probably sucked air..

1.  The Robe

The son was feeding pigs…you feed pigs in rags…he doesn’t have the nicest clothes...he is in rags…as he tries to get out the speech…the father says get out the best robe…

Robe comes:  a beautiful robe…he puts it on his son…what is being said here:  the robe covers the rags…covers were he came from…his past…his sins…the stench of the pigs cover the signs of his sin…rags of compromise and sin 

The Robe Means Identity  

:

Robe of rightness 

You can’t even smell his compromise and sin…you can’t find the rags no more…
For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. Colossians 3:3

Learn to hid and abide…learn to make Jesus Famous….You can’t even smell the man I used to be…How do you have the guts to share Christ….b/c Christ lives in me…I am hidden in Christ.
2.  The Ring
Put the ring…the ring Man …grabs the hand of the boy and puts it on him

No visa cards back the

The Ring Means Power

The ring means power…access to the fathers funds…dads visa cards…
You have authority just like I do…you have not reached your campus b/c you don’t realize you have the ring…

My job as the pastor is for you to give me the finger…put on the ring…Matthew 28…Go therefore…the day this student ministry realizes that we all have rings…your campus will have a upraising …the son knew what this meant…your failures tell you that you are empty…but in Jesus you are full

3.  Chuck Tailors (Sandals)

The only people in the house that had shoes were family…I know you got off on the wrong road…but you have not messed up too much….
For I know the plans I have for you," says the LORD. "They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. Jeremiah 29:11  
Sandals Means Purpose

your purpose….many Christians don’t understand that they have shoes on…but that they are bare foot…straps some sandals of purpose…

You wan’t to know why I welcome sinners …b/c I want to give them identity…power…purpose…

Last Thought:

If you could live this way think about what could happen to this city?
