Heroes Part 3

Serve the City, Save the World

Acts 1:15 …in those days Peter stood among the believers and the group numbered about 120.

Acts 2:41 Those who accepted His message were baptized and about 3000 were added to their number that day.

Acts 2:47 Praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people and the Lord added to their number daily those that were being saved.

Acts 4:4 But many who heard the message believed and the number of men grew to be five thousand.

Acts 5:14 Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number

Acts 5:28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching.”

Acts 21:20 When they heard this they praised God and said to Paul, `You see brother, how many thousands of Jews have believed.’

Most Bible scholars believe that the church of Jerusalem grew to about 100,000 people in its first 25 years! In 25 years 50 of Jerusalem came to Christ.

Lessons from the First Church

1. Commit our lives to greatness

Whoever wants to become great among you must serve the rest of you like a servant. Whoever wants to become first among you must serve the rest of you like a slave. Matthew 20:26-27

2. Make room in our lives for fellowship
They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity—all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their group those who were being saved.  Acts 2:46-47

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Romans 12:10

3. Share our lives generously
The group of believers were united in their hearts and spirit. All those in the group acted as though their private property belonged to everyone in the group. In fact, they shared everything. With great power the apostles were telling people Acts 4:32-37

Last Thought:

If we commit our lives to greatness what could God do through our student ministry?
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