SMALL GROUP CURRICULUM

LEADERS GUIDE

SERIES: JAMES

WEEK 2: 

Purpose

This five week study will draw each student and the group as a whole into a greater understanding of the “how to’s” in following Jesus Christ.   Students will be motivated to pursue a life characterized by following hard after God in very practical ways.
Tonight
To practice a good method of interpreting the Bible on the Book of James

To see that favoring people who are “cool” is wrong.

To see that if we believe in God, we must act on that belief.

Supplies Needed

· Print outs of passage, double-spaced for each student in your group

· Flipchart pad of  Post-It paper (you can pick this up at church if you return it the next day or you can use three poster boards or large sheets of paper instead)

· If you aren’t using Post-It brand flipcharts that you can stick to a wall, you will need tape

· A few markers

· A couple extra Bibles for those who don’t have one

Preparation
Before you teach this lesson, you will need to go through James 2 and go through the process you will lead your students through in this lesson. You need to take time to observe the passage, writing down every fact you see in the text. After doing that, you will need to interpret those facts, asking, “What do these mean?” Then, you should apply it. Ask yourself, how should this affect what I do? How should this change my behavior and attitudes and the behavior and attitudes of my students? Finally, you should meditate on the passage. Pray over it, asking God to move what you are studying to from your head to your heart. Let it sink in. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: This chapter divides into two fairly distinct sections (2:1-13 and 2:14-26 . The first is about showing favoritism and the other is about the relationship between faith and works. They are fairly distinct topics, but they are related. It may be best to study them separately, and at the end of the study, take some time to see if you can find any connections between them and figure out how the relate to each other. You may not have time to cover both sections because they could lead to some very good conversations. That is okay, but be aware that you might want to pick one if you don’t think your group can get through both.

Suggested Introduction

One way to start the study would be to tell a story about a time when you either excluded someone because they were uncool or a time when you were excluded because you were uncool. 

After (or instead) of the story, you could ask one or more of these questions:

· How do you decide who to invite out on the weekends?

· Who do you eat lunch with? Why do you eat with those people?

· When you go to Our student ministry on Sunday, who do you talk to? Why?

· Are there any people you avoid talking to? Are there people who want to hang out with you, but you don’t want to hang out with them?

Getting Into the Text

Have students open their Bibles to James 2. Remind students of the importance of bringing their Bibles to the Bible study. If a student does not have a Bible please find a way to get them one soon! If you have an extra one, you may choose to give it to them or you can let the youth team know if you need help with this (there might be some extra Bibles available at church or we can buy one for the student).

Ask a student or a pair of students to read the passage to the group. Encourage them to read slowly so that everyone can follow along. Take volunteers, but do not require anyone to read out loud. There are some students who have a hard time reading out loud and feel embarrassed when they must do it in front of a group.

Primary Text:  JAMES 2

Showing Favoritism

1My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism. 2Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. 3If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my feet," 4have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 

5Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 6But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7Are they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to whom you belong? 

8If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right. 9But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11For he who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder." If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker. 

12Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 13because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment!

Faith and Works 
14What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 18But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 19You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 

20You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 21Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend. 24You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone. 

25In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.

Observation
After reading the passage, pass out the copies of the passage that are double spaced. Have the students take 5-10 minutes to read over the passage several times slowly. Have them write down every question or comment they have about the passage on the page. Tell them that they need to write down 25 facts they observe from the passage and 10 questions they have. 

Next, set up the flip chart and on the first page write at the top: “What does the passage say?” If you don’t have good handwriting or prefer to get a student involved you could ask a student to write for you.

Now, you can go through the passage together and pick out your observations from the text. Look for things like: “Who is speaking? What is the subject? Where is it taking place? What is the author saying? When did it happen?” LIST THE FACTS from the chapter on this first sheet of paper. (Don’t interpret what they mean, just state what you read.) Also ask, “What questions do you have about this passage?” and write those down too. Take some time to let the students say what they see in the passage. You may need to use more than one page depending on how much the students say. When you feel like they have really gone through each verse to pull out all the facts, move on.

Interpretation
On the next page, write at the top: “What does the passage mean?” If your flip chart is a post-it brand page, you may want to take off the first list and stick it on the wall or next to your new page so students can see both pages at the same time. If you use tape to hang it on a wall, please be sure it won’t peel off paint as you take it off. If your environment does not allow you to use wall space, you may want to lay it on the floor in the middle of the group so that all can see what was already written down.

Say, “Now that we’ve seen what the facts of James 2 are, let’s look for the lesson to learn from each fact.” Look at the passage and the things you have observed and try and figure out what they mean. Some questions we can ask are: “What are the people doing that I should be doing? Is there a command I should obey? A promise I should claim? A warning I should listen to? An example I should follow? Does this remind you of any other passages or stories in the Bible that talk about the same thing?” In this section, you are looking for principles and truth statements. Write down as many of these as you can. This is where you discuss the questions that arise from the observation section.

Once you have a good amount of things written down, go through and pick out the top three lessons from the passage, and put stars next to them. 

Application
On the next page of the flip chart write, “What should we do now?” Have the students discuss how their interpretations impact how they live. Ask questions like, “What would you differently now that you know this?” “How does this impact what you will do tomorrow at school? At home? At work? At practice? When you are alone?” Write down as many practical applications as you can. I would aim for a list of ten.

One way to work through understanding the passage better would be to try and “rewrite” or paraphrase the passage in modern terms. For example, in James 2:2 you read, “Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes...”  You could change this to say, “Suppose a football player walks in with his pretty girlfriend…” This might not fit the group, so have them be honest about how this would sound in our day. A good way to do this is to ask, “How would James have said this if we had the same problem as the original audience?”

Meditation

One of the important things about studying the Bible is to take it from being something we study with just our heads, but something that sinks deep into our hearts. One way to do this is to pray and meditate through the passage you are studying. 

Have the students get into a comfortable position and close their eyes. Tell them to pray silently and ask God to open their hearts to hear him. Have them ask God to show them what parts of this passage they need to hear, and what actions they specifically need to take because of it. Then, read the passage out loud. Read it one sentence at a time, and pause for 20 seconds between each sentence. Tell the students to think about that portion of the passage and what God is saying to them through it. This will take about 10 minutes. Tell the students that they should feel free to write down anything they feel God convicting them about.

When you are done, pray to close and ask God to enable the students to do the things God has convicted them to do.

The overall goal of this lesson was to help you go through the passage on your own first and then to lead students through the passage to glean what they can from it. It is so important for us to be showing students how to study God’s word! You can remind them at the end of your time together that this method can be used for studying any passage and it’s a good model for how to do devotions. They can use one page and have three columns to list: 1) What does the passage say? 2) What does the passage mean? 3) What should I do now?

James 2 

(Sample Study)

Observations and Questions

“What does this passage say?”

· Do not show favoritism

· That to favor the person wearing gold rings and fine clothes makes someone a “judge with evil thoughts”

· God has chose the people the world considers poor
· Why did God choose the poor people?
· He makes them rich in faith and gives them the kingdom
· What does it mean to be rich in faith?
· What is the kingdom?
· The rich were oppressing the people James is writing to
· The rich were blaspheming the name of God
· What does blaspheming mean?
· The royal law = love your neighbor as your self
· If you fulfill the royal law, you are doing well.
· Showing favoritism is a sin
· If you sin with one point of the law, you break the whole thing
· If you commit adultery but do not murder, you still break the law
· Mercy triumphs over judgment
· It is no good to have faith but not works

· Telling a poor man, “go in peace” without giving bread is no good

· Faith by itself, without works, is dead

· James says he will show his faith by his works

· Even the demons believe that there is one God, and they shutter

· Abraham was “justified by works” when he offered Isaac on the alter

· Who is Abraham? 

· Who is Isaac? 

· Why did he offer Isaac on the alter?

· Why is Abraham important?

· What does “justified” mean?

· Abraham’s faith was active along with his works

· Abraham was a friend of God

· Rahab the prostitute was justified by works when she receive the messengers

· Just as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith apart from works is dead

Interpretation

“What does the passage mean?”

· Showing favoritism is wrong today

· You don’t have to be rich or special in the eyes of the world to be a Christian

· God doesn’t favor people with lots of stuff, who are cool, who dress right, or who are popular.

· God chooses people of the poor because God doesn’t show favoritism. God uses different criteria for judging people than the world does. He offers his love freely, even to people who don’t earn it.
· It is sometimes silly to favor the rich, the cool, and people the world looks up to, because often times they are the ones who treat the less cool people like dirt. It does not make sense to reject the uncool and poor.
· Lots of times the rich, the cool, and those favored by the world are opposed to God and Jesus
· Blaspheming is insuting, degrading, and dishonoring God
· We ought to love our neighbors as ourselves, which includes everyone around us.
· To show favoritism, breaking the royal law, makes us sinners.
· Even if we think we are doing pretty good and following God, if we show favoritism, we have broken the whole law…even if it is just being mean to one person…if you sin with one point of the law, you break the whole thing
· Just knowing what is true doesn’t cut it. We need to live like it is true.

· When we have good intentions to help someone, but we don’t, that is sin. 

· We can’t just talk a good talk about serving and helping people, we need to actually do it.

· The way to show that we really believe something is to act on it.

· We are only as good as the demons if we believe that God exists, but don’t act as if he is King.

· Abraham is an example of how this works, because he had faith and showed it by offering Isaac as a sacrifice. He had been promised that God would give him lots of descendants through his only son Isaac. But then God asked him to offer Isaac as a sacrifice. What was Abraham to do? If he took God’s promise seriously, he knew he couldn’t loose Isaac. But he had to be obedient. So because he believed God would fulfill his promise, he ACTED on his belief by offering Isaac to God. However, before Abraham could do it. God interrupted him and gave him a ram to sacrifice, and rewarded him for his faith that he SHOWED by OBEYING. This story is found in Genesis 22.

· Being justified means being right before God. It means that God does not hold any of your sin against you. If you are justified you are not guilty. You are considered innocent and in the right. 

· IMPORTANT: There is a tension in this chapter with Romans 4, specically 4:5, where Paul says that someone is NOT justified by works. Paul uses the exact same story about Abraham to prove it too. There are all sorts of other places in the Bible that explain that someone does not stand before God on the basis of works. Why does it say this in James? The tension can be resolved when we realize that James and Paul are using the word “faith” in two different ways. Paul uses it to mean “trust.” It means leaning wholly on Jesus for everything. James uses it to mean “acknowledging something is true with your mind.” It means thinking that it is a fact that God exists or that Jesus is God. It does not mean “trust.” When we realize that, we can see that Paul and James are on the same page. If we have faith that is “trust” we will act differently. If we have faith that is just “acknowledging something in our head,” but we don’t act, our faith is dead. That isn’t the kind of faith that leads to being justified before God.

· The story of Rahab is found in Joshua 2. She was a prostitute in Jericho that helped the Israelite spies who had snuck into the town escape. She believed that God was going to win the battle, which is why she helped the Israelites. She SHOWED her faith by acting in line with it.

Application

“What do we do now?”

These will vary a lot with each group, but may include things like:

· In Our student ministry, we need to say “hi” to new people more.

· At school, I can’t avoid the uncool people when I pick who I am going to eat lunch with.

· On the weekends, I am going to call up people who are not always called. I am going to give attention and time to people others might ignore or dislike.

· I need to stop talking to only good looking people. (Sounds funny, but it is true far too often, isn’t it?)

Some good questions for the favoritism section would be:

· What are some things I can do to show someone who is left out that I care about them?

· What are some things I can do to include people who are left out?

For the faith and works section, the application is to start acting on your faith, which is very broad. You could ask your group to finish the sentence, “I need to start acting on my faith by…”

