D GROUP CURRICULUM

LEADERS GUIDE

SERIES: JAMES

WEEK 3: WISDOM IN SPEECH

Purpose

This five week study will draw each student and the group as a whole into a greater understanding of the “how to’s” in following Jesus Christ.   Students will be motivated to pursue a life characterized by following hard after God in very practical ways.

Tonight

To discover what James 3 says about the power of our tongues and Godly wisdom.

Supplies


Read through James chapter 3 and pick up a small symbol from the text that you will give each student at the end of the night to take home to remind them of the power of their tongue.  You could give each person a small plastic boat or a small horse, or a single wooden match or little candle.  

Suggested Introduction

Start tonight out by sharing with your students a story from your own life of when you regret something you said.  You can make it a light funny story of a time, you “put your foot in your mouth” or share a time you really hurt someone with your words.  After that, ask your students:

· Can you think of a time where your words of encouragement really impacted someone positively?  Share what that was like

· What about a time when you said something that hurt somebody or caused trouble?  Share what that was like?

· Which experience is more memorable for you, the time you impacted someone for good or when you hurt someone with your words?

Transition to Bible Study

Tonight we are going to look at James chapter 3.  Chapter 3 of James gives many pictures of the power that our tongue has.  We are going to take a look at this tonight.
Getting Into the Text

Have students open their Bibles to James 3

Ask a student or a pair of students to read the passage to the group. Encourage them to read slowly so that everyone can follow along. 

Primary Text:  JAMES 3

Taming the Tongue 

    1Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. 2We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check. 

    3When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. 4Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 5Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 6The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. 

    7All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man, 8but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 

    9With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God's likeness. 10Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. 11Can both fresh water and salt[a] water flow from the same spring? 12My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water. 

Two Kinds of Wisdom 

    13Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15Such "wisdom" does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 16For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 

    17But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.

Observations- Getting the Big Picture
1. What is the main theme in chapter 3?

2. What are the images James uses to describe the power of the tongue?  

3. What is the problem that James says is happening in verses 9-12?

4. What subject does James talk about right after the use of our tongue that closes chapter 3? 

5. What are the characteristics of wisdom that comes from heaven?

Interpretation- Truth Statements


1. James first talks briefly about teaching- if you are in a teaching role, how are you 

      affecting those you lead and how does that tie into the theme of the tongue?
2. Why do you think James uses the images that he does to describe the tongue?

3. Which image of the tongue did you connect with the most?

4. What are some examples of an untamed tongue?


Gossiping, putting others down, bragging, manipulating, false teaching, 
exaggerating, complaining, lying

5. Why do you think that James follows talking about the tongue with talking about wisdom?

Application – Making it Personal
1. What are some solutions to control your tongue?


Ask before you say something think, “is what I want to say true? Is it necessary?  



“Is it kind?”  


Pray for help and walk in the Holy Spirit

2. How do you feel you do in the area of Godly wisdom?   Do you feel your life and deeds reflect Godly wisdom or earthly foolishness?

3. Do you feel you harbor bitter envy or selfish ambition?  What are some ways to get that out of your life?

4. What is one characteristic of Godly wisdom in verse 17 that you want to practice more in your life?

Closing


Take out whatever visual you have provided for your students and explain that you want them to take this with them and put it somewhere in their room where they will look upon it regularly and be reminded of the power of their words.  Encourage them each time they look at it to ask, how have I been with my words to others, encouraging and loving, or destructive?  Remind them to ask God to help them in this area each time they look at it as well.

Close your time in prayer.  Have students partner up and share with the other person the thing that they were challenged most in looking at James 3 tonight and have them pray for each other as they seek to grow in this area.

