D GROUP CURRICULUM

LEADERS’ GUIDE

BOOK OF JAMES

Week 5 – Chapter 5 

“What a Christian Does”

Purpose

This five week study will draw each student and the group as a whole into a greater understanding of the “how to’s” in following Jesus Christ.   Students will be motivated to pursue a life characterized by following hard after God in very practical ways.

Tonight

Practically apply the how to’s” of this chapter and book into creative ideas for your group.  Each student will be able to come away with three ideas or plans for how they are going to respond to what they have learned.

This book series can be one of the best series that your core group will have in high school.  The book of James is so full of practical Christian living prescriptions for the follower of Christ.  The vivid analogies and illustrations will be very helpful in giving your students better grasp how to follow Christ with their life.  This series will naturally produce a lot of discussion and group interaction. Take advantage of this and try and interact as much as you can. Be careful, as always though not to stray off on tangents.  

The fifth chapter has three sections that could each be covered in one night.  You will need to do the study in advance and decide what will be best for your group, whether to cover the whole chapter or focus on one or two of the sections.

Assignments recommended for each week.  Have your students continue reading through the book of James as much and as often as possible.  They will be much more prepared to get into the text during these weeks as they have a familiarity with the book of James.

Supplies Needed

· A flip chart pad of Post-it paper, three poster boards, or large sheets of paper

· A few markers or pens

· A couple extra Bibles for any one who does not have one

Suggested Introduction (10 minutes)

· Have your core group break into three separate groups and have each group creatively prepare a skit from the focus of their assigned verses from chapter 5.  Have each group act out their verses before each new passage is read.

===================================================================

Section 1

Getting Into the Text

A Warning to Rich Oppressors

James 5:1-6 (NIV)

Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon you.  Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes.  You gold and silver are corroded.  Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire.  You have hoarded wealth in the last days.  Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields are crying out against you.  The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty.  You have lied on earth in luxury and self-indulgence.  You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter.  You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you.

Observations and Discussion Questions: 

What does this passage say about wealth?  

Why do you think we as a society are never satisfied with what we have?  

Where else in scripture do we read about the end result of earthly treasure?  (Matthew 6:19-20) 

Where else in scripture do we read about the dangers of the love of money?  (1 Tim. 6:10) 

Do these verses have a positive action step to survive the coming misery? 

How might the early church Christian been encouraged by reading these verses?

Application:

What do you need to do in response to these verses? 

Challenge your group to find one practical way to respond together to these verses. 

====================================================================

Section 2

Getting Into the Text

The Patience of Faith

The next passage that we will look at is James 5:7-12 (NIV)
Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming.  See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains.  You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.  Don’t grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged.  The Judge is standing at the door!

Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered.  You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about.  The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.  

Above all, my brothers, do not swear – not by heaven or by earth or by anything else.  Let you “Yes” be yes and your “No” no, or you will be condemned. 

Observation and Discussion Questions: 

What does this passage say about patience in the face of adversity?

What Biblical characters are we called to follow after?

What are some other biblical characters who had to grow in the area of patience?

Who is a friend or family member who has handled suffering with godly patience?

Application:

Who can you encourage this week as they walk through suffering?

Challenge your group to encourage a missionary who is experiencing persecution.

How can you encourage your accountability partner this week?

====================================================================

Section 3

Getting Back Into the Text

The Prayer of Faith

James 5:13-19 (NIV)

Is any one of you in trouble?  He should pray.  Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise.  Is anyone of you sick?  He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.  And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up.  If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.  Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.  The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.

Elijah was a man just like us.  He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years.  Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.  

My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him back, remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins.

Observation and Discussion Question: 

How many times is prayer mentioned in this section?

What are the different situations in which we are called to pray?

Why is prayer so important to our faith?

Who are your favorite “prayer” characters in the Bible?

What are some practical ways that we can be reminded to pray?

What are some usual hindrances to prayer?

Application

What are you going to do this week regarding prayer? (Don’t settle for just pray more)

Have each person in the group write down on a 3 x 5 card their prayer commitments for this coming week.  Have them either share these with you or an accountability partner.

Leaders:

Follow up with the students who have committed to focus on prayer this coming week. Encourage them.  Pray for them and tell them you are praying for them. 
Conclusion

Make sure that you assign any reading for your next week’s core group.

Close your group in prayer.

