GROUP CURRICULUM

LEADERS GUIDE

SERIES: THE JOURNEY OF FOLLOWING CHRIST
WEEK 2: BELIEVING THAT THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD
Purpose

To help students understand the supernatural nature of the Bible, for them to realize that it truly is God’s Word to human beings, and to encourage them to make it the basis for their lives.

Suggested Introduction

Begin by asking a student to open your time of Bible study in prayer, asking God to speak to the hearts of everyone there through the study of his Word.

Consider using the following discussion questions to help your students begin to interact with tonight’s topic.

1. Have you ever had a bad experience with something because you didn’t read “the instructions?” It would be good to start off with a personal story. Obviously, this is designed to create some laughter.

2. Tonight we are going to be talking about the importance of the Bible in our lives. The Bible is “God’s Instruction Manual” for human life. Can anyone share with the group a personal experience where something that they read in the Bible made a massive impact in your life?

 Transition to Bible study

Tonight we are going to continue our series called Being a Christian Means. This is our second week, and we are going to talk about how Being a Christian Means believing that the Bible is God’s Word. Tonight we are going to put the Bible to the test, to see if it is reasonable for us to believe that it is true.

Getting Into the Text

Primary Texts: 2 Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter 1:20-21

2 Timothy 3:16, All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

2 Peter 1:20-21, “Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”

Ask two students to read the two primary passages for the night. Remind them to read them slowly and carefully so that everyone can follow along. Have all the students open up their Bibles for this time. If someone does not have their Bible remind them to bring it next week. If they don’t own a Bible, you can buy one for them and church will reimburse you.

Observations- Getting the Big Picture 
1. If someone asked you to explain what the Bible was in one sentence, what would you say?

The basic gist here is: “The Bible is a book that was written by God through human authors, to tell us about Himself, us, and about how we can have a relationship with Him.”

2. Most of you would agree with the statements that the Bible is true, and that the Bible is God’s word. Some of you wouldn’t and that is OK. For those of you that would say those things, why do you believe that? Why do you believe that the Bible is true? Why do you believe that the Bible is God’s word?

Interpretation- Truth Statements about the Text
What we are going to do tonight is put the Bible to the test. There are many historical documents out there, and many religious books out there and there are some important questions that any book claiming to be THE TRUTH needs to answer. So we will work on them together.

For the sake of our discussion tonight, let’s just focus on the gospels in the New Testament. If the gospels are not from God, then the whole Bible is out the window anyway. Everything hangs on them. So let’s put them to the test. (You may not want to use all these questions)

#1. A historical account is more trustworthy if it is written by eyewitnesses rather than people many years after the fact. How does the Bible stack up in this department?

#2. If a document is “fake” or if it is telling a “story or legend” it is very polished. There are very few miscellaneous details. Are the gospels like this or are they more “true to life?” Check out Luke 20:1-8 and see if YOU would have included the details that Luke did if you were making this up out of your head.

#3. Make believe stories don’t usually put the main characters in a bad light. The heroes are supposed to be great men and women! Think about the human heroes in gospels (the disciples, Paul, etc). What kind of people were they? (they were regular people, in fact some were outcasts of society.) What did Peter do? (he denied Jesus) What kind of person was Paul? (he killed Christians)

#4. Is there evidence of the story “changing over time?” This is usually the way legends work. Is there evidence that the gospels of Jesus changed over time? (the answer is no)

#5. Did the authors have a motive for faking their story? If the author had something to gain this might lessen his credibility, and if he had something to lose it might increase his credibility. How does this apply to the writers of the gospels?

They had a lot to lose, and in fact 11 out of the 12 disciples were executed because they would not deny the truth of what they were saying. John, the last disciple, died in prison because he would not deny that Jesus was God and that He rose from the dead.

#6. Are there other outside sources that support or contradict the book? Does archeology support or go against what is written?

There are NO ancient documents that contradict the events in the New Testament. On the archaeological front, every year more and more evidence comes in, in support of the biblical history.

#7. Would it have been possible for people at that time to refute and reject what was written? In other words, if you write a history book about modern events, and the people reading the book were alive when the events happened, you must be accurate or they will clearly reject it. How do the gospels stand up in this department?

#8. Is the book unified? How do you explain the fact that the Bible is a collection of 66 books, written by 40 authors, over a period of 1400 years, and it tells ONE story, with ONE theme, pointing to ONE person? Each book completely compliments the others. Try getting 10 people in one room today and have them write one page each about God, and see if you can put them together! The unity of the Bible is one of the supernatural evidences that God was involved.

#9. If God is truly the author, then the book must change the lives of those that read it. Testimonies could be given from all over the world, but how about some more testimonies from right there in your core group? Do you believe that God has used the Bible to supernaturally touch your life?

Application- Living out What we Learn
1. If the Bible is truly the Word of God to us, what should we do about that?

We need to study it, ready it, memorize it, and learn it! That is why we take the time to do this in core groups and on Sunday mornings. You can do this on your own as well in daily devotions.

2. What’s the point of studying the learning what God has to say to us in the Bible?

We learn about who God is, about who we are as his creatures, about how he wants us to live our lives, how we can have abundant life on earth, and how we can have eternal life with him.

3. How can you help each other increase your commitment to learning the Bible and letting it teach and direct your life?

You may want to talk about what devos or a quiet time with God is, and how some ideas of how to spend the time with God.  You can let them know about the many devotional books available at a Christian book store. 
4. How has tonight’s discussion changed anything for you?

Activity

Tonight is a good night to introduce the idea of deciding together on a verse for your core group.  You may be out of time to spend much time deciding on one tonight, but tell the group that you will be choosing a verse that your group wants to be true of the group and wants to live by.  Tell them to spend some time thinking about and looking up verses that they would want over the next week and you can write down all the options and decide next week.

Close in prayer
