GROUP CURRICULUM

LEADERS GUIDE

SERIES: THE JOURNEY OF FOLLOWING CHRIST
WEEK 5: REFLECTION AND CELEBRATION
Purpose

Tonight is an opportunity to slow down a bit and for you as a leader to do very little talking and to give your students time to reflect back on what they learned about the journey of following Christ as well as to celebrate any steps they have taken in that journey. 
 Introduction

We have just spent the past 4 weeks talking about what being a Christian is all about and the truths about how to receive God’s grace and start a relationship with Christ as well as how to grow in that relationship.  Tonight is a night for me to be quiet and for all of you to lead and to share about what has gone on in your life these past weeks.  I am going to put out some questions to guide our time.  It would be great if you all would choose like we talked about the first week to contribute your “piece of the puzzle” and share what is going on in your mind, heart and life right now.  As the Leader, try to see if you can encourage each member to share even if it is just a little bit.
1. First we talked about receiving God’s grace the first week.  Did anyone do that for the first time (or if you know of someone that did either ask that person ahead of time to share)  did any of you maybe understand grace in a new way or what it means to extend grace to others?

2. Were there things we talked about this series that stuck out to you or were new to you?

3. Is there any one who this is all new information and you feel at the beginning of this journey to follow Christ- maybe not ready to start or having more questions and want to investigate more?

Be very sensitive to any students who might be at this spot.  Make sure you make them feel accepted at where they are at. Listening to all they have to say.  Let them know that you are so glad that they are here and you and the group will walk alongside them as they investigate a relationship with Christ in their own time.
4.  For some of you, what we have talked about these past weeks may have been things you have know for many years, was there anything we talked about in this series that impacted you in a new way or a new decision you made about following Christ?
5. Last week we ended with talking about any areas of our lives where we needed to start living in line with our claims to be a Christian- did anybody have any more thoughts on this or does anybody have a story from this week or how they have moved in that direction?
If you did not have time to let everyone share about this last week go ahead and have those that did not share do so.

Activity
Prep- You will need a stack of index cards and markers and push pins (optional)
Let students know that you are going to close tonight by each person writing one or more cards with a word or phrase that captures different changes that have occurred in their lives because of Christ.  They can also include claims for changes that they want to make in their life because of Christ.  When everyone has filled out the cards, have members pin them up on the wall in the form of a cross of just lay them on the ground or table in front of the group.  The idea is to show the all the amazing blessings God has given and the good that has come from the saving grace they have received. (Examples: ways they serve, changes in attitude about people, sins they have turned away from, meaning they have found, fruit of the spirit they display, spiritual gifts, etc) 

After you have laid all the cards down, comment on the amazing love of God to give you such blessings and to see such growth.  Take time praise God for all these specific, tangible ways the group is on a journey toward being more like Christ.  Have different student close in prayer.

Important side note:

This may come up in your discussion...It is important to remember that the text in James does not make our salvation a matter of works. Two week's ago we saw it is very clear from Ephesians 2 that our salvation comes by grace through faith and that this is not about works. Our actions, however, are the proof of our faith. They are the evidence that we do have faith in Christ. James' words are very convicting, that if our lives are not different, if we don’t desire to live in obedience then we ought to question whether we have genuine faith, and whether we love God. If Jesus Christ dwells within us, if we are “in Christ”, if He is the vine and we are the branches, then spiritual growth will happen. It may be slow, but it will happen.
Close in prayer
