CORE GROUP CURRICULUM

LEADERS GUIDE

SERIES: Global Justice
WEEK 2: Oppression and Justice
Purpose
To bring awareness to students of the hardships and injustices that are happening to others around the globe.  To teach them God’s heart to right these wrongs by calling and empowering his followers to action.  This series is written with the goal to show them that God is a God of justice and to give them opportunity to experience miraculous joy of actually doing justice and changing our world.  

Suggested Introduction

Have you ever been at the mercy of a bully? What was that experience like for you?

Have you ever had something wrongfully taken from you?  What was that experience like for you?

We are continuing our series on global justice. Last week we looked at some of the imbalances and hardships that are going on in the world.  Tonight we are going to focus on learning about situations in the world that are happening because of innocent people being wronged by someone else that is stronger or in more power than that person.   This is called oppression.  I want to share with you a first hand story of someone who has experienced oppression and deliverance from it.  The story comes from a ministry called International Justice Mission (IJM) which is a ministry that devotes itself to legally freeing people from oppression.  You can learn more about their ministry and how you can be involved on their website www.IJM.org                                                               
	Chinnanan – South Asia

“I am so happy,” the 75-year-old father exclaimed through a crooked-tooth smile. “We were suffering so badly without food or water in the quarry—and you are here. IJM is helping us.” Chinnanan was sold for a debt at age 55. Since then, the illegal bond that has weathered his body like dust in the quarry where he’s slaved for 20 years has passed to his children and his grandchildren—42 family members in total.


When the slave owners learned of IJM’s investigation, they threatened the family and other quarry workers by withholding daily supplies of food and water. The families began selling what few possessions they had in order to afford only one meal a day to survive. IJM presented its documentation to local authorities leading to a massive wave of intervention releasing a total of 117 people held in bondage and arresting six of the owners who had enslaved them. 


The intervention not only marked an unfathomable day of rejoicing for Chinnanan and each mother and father and child among the 117, but it tipped the scales of power in favor of the oppressed. The country’s government has provided rehabilitation funds to each of the victims and extends a powerful message to would-be perpetrators that the price of oppression is costly. For Chinnanan and his 32 grandchildren, the act of loving one’s neighbor is a treasure of life and hope and freedom.



	

	
	
	
	
	


Now that we have heard about a real life story of someone who has been suffering under oppression, let’s define what oppression is:

Oppression is using force and lies to deprive others of what is rightly theirs

Does anyone have anything thoughts about that definition or anything to add to it?

We are now going to look at a list of oppression.  Let’s spend some time reading it together and if you have any comments or any specific examples of any of these types of oppression go ahead and talk about them.

1) abusive child labor- depriving children of health, safety and wholeness by forcing them to work for unfair wages or in dangerous conditions
2) child pornography- sexualized children to engage in sex acts with adults

3) child prostitution- forcing children to engage in sex acts against their will

4) forced prostitution- forcing adults to engage in sex acts against their will
5) extorting or withholding wages- depriving workers of rightful payment

6) corrupt seizure of property- taking property from its rightful owner by force, intimidation or dirty dealing

7) corruption of justice- unlawful use of courts and government bodies

8) intimidation- the unlawful threat of force or economic deprivation

9) abusive police or military actions- unauthorized use of power by police or soldiers against law-abiding people

10) state-supported discrimination and abuse- legal but unjust actions against law-abiding citizens or immigrants
11) torture- individualized cruelty and mutilation against detained persons

12) forced migration- unlawful eviction and relocation

13) kidnapping or detaining without lawful charge or trial- just like it sounds

14) execution without lawful charge or trial- assassination and other murders

15) state, rebel or paramilitary terrorism- unlawful use of sudden force against non-military targets

16) racial or ethnic violence- unlawful violence against persons because of racial or ethnic characteristics

In every case of injustice, an oppressor abuses power to take what rightly belongs to someone else: his life, property, dignity, liberty, or the fruits of his legitimate effort.

Questions

1) What sort of person would do that to another human being?

2) Faced with all this oppression, what are we supposed to do?

3) Do you think its fair for a person to say they love God if they don’t love what God loves?

Let’s make a quick list of what God loves

4) What makes you think God loves those things?

5) The next question demands to be asked Do you think it is fair for someone to say they love God if they don’t hate what he hates?

Let’s make a quick list of what God hates

6) What makes you think God hates those things?

In the face of this, let’s define Justice:

Justice is working to see that every person has what is rightly theirs

Does anyone have anything thoughts about that definition or anything to add to it?

Transition to Scripture

Let’s open our Bibles and take a look at more about what God has to say about those that are oppressed

Getting into the Text
Isaiah 1:10-17

10 Hear the word of the LORD, 
       you rulers of Sodom; 
       listen to the law of our God, 
       you people of Gomorrah! 
 11 "The multitude of your sacrifices— 
       what are they to me?" says the LORD. 
       "I have more than enough of burnt offerings, 
       of rams and the fat of fattened animals; 
       I have no pleasure 
       in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats. 

    12 When you come to appear before me, 
       who has asked this of you, 
       this trampling of my courts? 

    13 Stop bringing meaningless offerings! 
       Your incense is detestable to me. 
       New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— 
       I cannot bear your evil assemblies. 

    14 Your New Moon festivals and your appointed feasts 
       my soul hates. 
       They have become a burden to me; 
       I am weary of bearing them. 

    15 When you spread out your hands in prayer, 
       I will hide my eyes from you; 
       even if you offer many prayers, 
       I will not listen. 
       Your hands are full of blood; 

    16 wash and make yourselves clean. 
       Take your evil deeds 
       out of my sight! 
       Stop doing wrong, 

    17 learn to do right! 
       Seek justice, 
       encourage the oppressed. 
       Defend the cause of the fatherless, 
       plead the case of the widow.
Observations and Interpretations

1) What feelings does this passage raise in you?
2) When push comes to shove, what does God seem to want more: worship or doing the right thing?

3) Which is easier: performing acts of worship or seeking justice?  Because….

4) Let’s make a list of actions God calls for in this passage.  What does each of them mean to you?

Verse 16

Wash and make yourselves clean- what do you think that might look like for us here today?

Take your evil deeds out of my sight- what is that about?

Stop doing wrong- while we probably aren’t oppressing anyone personally, what wrongdoing do you see today among people who claim to follow God? You don’t have to answer our loud, but what wrongdoing do you see in your own life?

Learn to do what is right- if doing what is right were easy, everyone would be doing it that is why it says “learn” to do what is right.  When it comes to justice, how do you think people learn to do what is right?
On a scale of 1 to 5, how far along do you think you are in learning to do what is right?

Verse 17

Seek Justice- where does justice hide or who hides it?

Encourage the oppressed- who are the oppressed of the world? In our nation? In this state? In our town? At your school?

Defend the cause of the fatherless- who would you include among the fatherless?  Why do you think they need defending?

Plead the case of the widow- who takes advantage of the widow?  Why do they need someone to defend their case?

If God’s people do not do these things, who will?

Application
1) What are some of your thoughts coming out of tonight’s study?

2) Is tonight the first time you have heard about oppression going on in the world?  What feelings do you have or already have if you have heard about oppression earlier?

3) What are some practical ways we can make a difference right now as a teenager in Dupage County?
Encourage students to come up with some ideas on their own hopefully based on their past week of thinking and praying.  If students are feeling frustrated and helpless, assure them that next week we will close our series with talking more about what we can do now about injustice.  You can also suggest that they spend some time looking at these websites during the week.
www.IJM.org- International Justice Mission

www.Bread.org- Bread for the World

www.Worldvision.org

www.Netaid.org

www.Amnesty.org

www.Childrensdefense.org

www.Compassion.org

www.Esa-online.org

www.Hrw.org

wwwU2.com

Also be praying that God would be touching your heart for the oppressed and showing you what your role against it is

Note: This curriculum is based on material taken from the The Justice Mission written by International Justice Mission and Zondervan

