CORE GROUP CURRICULUM

LEADERS GUIDE

SERIES: LIFE TOGETHER

WEEK 2: The Body of Christ
Purpose To help students understand that together they make up the “body of Christ.” That it is not only okay but beneficial that we are all different.  To teach that each member is an intrinsic part of the group that will bring something special to the group and that each member needs to value the other members and the qualities that they uniquely bring.  To challenge students and to make their core group, our youth group, and our church a place that reflects the unity that God desires for us to have.
Suggested Introduction

Consider the following group questions to help your group start thinking about the 

subject for tonight’s core group.

1. Take a moment and think of one special ability that you have. It may not be a unique ability…lots of other people may have it as well. It can be a strength, a talent, or just something that you are good at. It may be something serious or on the silly side. Give the students a moment to think of something. OK, let’s go around and share what we came up with. I realize it may be a little weird talking about what we are good at, but we can handle it. Go around and have each student share. Keep this moving rather quickly and keep it light.

2. Almost every one of us shared different things (there may have been some overlap). Why do you think that we are all so different?

3. What do you think God was thinking in making us all so different, AND in putting us all in this core group together?

Transition to the Bible Study
God has made every one of us cool, special, and able to do different things. He had a plan to do this from the beginning and this is what we are going to talk about tonight.

Getting into the Text

Primary Text: Romans 12:4-16
4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

    RO 12:9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.

    RO 12:14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.

Ask a student to carefully read the biblical text for this evening. You may want to ask more than one student to read. Remind them to read slowly and carefully so that everyone can track with them. Encourage students to follow along in their Bibles. Remember to set a high expectation that students will bring their Bibles every week. If a student needs a Bible, feel free to buy them one, and we will reimburse you.

Observation- Getting the Big Picture

During this time you will be helping students get a basic understanding of what this passage is talking about. Don’t rush through this part. While some of the questions here might seem basic, they are important. Consider making use of some of these discussion questions:

1. Who was Paul writing to?


a. Christians at the church in Rome

2. What things did you find interesting about this passage? What jumped out to you as especially meaningful or important?

3. If you had to pick one part of the human body that you relate to, what would it be?

Answers might include: I am most like the eyes, because I like to sit back and see what is going on around me. I am most like the hands, because I always need to be doing something. I am most like the elbow, because most people don’t notice me but I’m very important (.

In this passage, God uses the analogy of the human body to describe how Christians should be unified. Think about the skin, the skeleton, the liver, and the big toe. How well would the body function without these things? What are some parts of the body that do not get much attention, but that it would be hard if not impossible to live without?

Interpretation- Truth Statements about the Text.
1. If you were to boil this entire passage down into one sentence, what would it be?

Perhaps it would be: God made everyone different, not better or worse, and just like the body is dependent upon its many parts, we are dependent upon each other to reach this world for Christ.

2. In the observation section, we considered what it would be like to live without certain parts of our body. What is God trying to say about the value of the different PEOPLE in His body?

That in the same way that the body would not function well without a big toe or a liver that the body of Christ depends on everyone and their uniqueness in order to love each other and reach the world with the good news of Jesus Christ. We all have different functions but none are more valuable than the others. 

3. How does God rank the various gifts that He gives to people?

He doesn’t. We tend to rank gifts of leadership, and upfront types of gifts as more important than behind-the-scenes gifts. God doesn’t do that. He gives different gifts to each person and we are all responsible to use the gifts that we have been given, not to be jealous of other gifts, and not to judge those with different gifts.

4. Think of all the commands in verses 9-13. What does this tell us about how important these things are to God?

The fact that Paul challenges us so strongly in this section to love one another, hate what is evil, and cling to what is good, ought to be a wake up call to us that we need to take very seriously God’s desire for us in the areas of  how we think of one another and how we treat one another.
Application- Living out What We Learn
1. What are the benefits of having different types of people with different personalities, talents, experiences and ideas in one group? 

2. Why do we usually first see it as a bad thing to have people different than us in a group?
3. How can we learn to see people and value people the way God sees them and values them?
Let your group come up with ideas themselves that they will really own.  A good idea is to write them down and refer back to them to help the group accomplish the goal of unity as needed.

Activity

Prep 
For this activity, make sure you get a blank puzzle from the staff.  On one side of the puzzle draw words or a picture that represents unity using markers or paint.  You could write “Romans 12:4-16” or do something with a picture or symbol of community if you want to be artistic or creative.  Bring the puzzle, broken into pieces and some markers for the group.  Read through the text below on how to communicate the activity to your students.  You will most likely have more pieces than students- how to explain that part to your students is in the text below.  You will most likely need to add those pieces to the rest as you have your students put the puzzle together to make it possible for them.  Call your coach if you have any questions about the activity.

Text

We are going to close tonight by each taking a piece of this puzzle.  When you have your piece, take a moment and on one side write down a statement that explains what you bring to the group.  You have already shared some ideas of what you are good at or a talent you have.  You may write something like, I am a good listener or encourager or I have an ability to focus on a task and get it done.  Maybe it is an experience you have been through that you are able to bring to the group.  Perhaps it is that you have a sense of humor.  Think about what you would like to contribute to this group and write it on one side of your puzzle piece.

Now that everyone has done that, let’s go around and share what you wrote and then put your puzzle piece face down on the table in front of you. (so that the picture or word that you have drawn on the puzzle is face up)

Now that all the pieces are down,  let’s try to put the puzzle together. (remember that you should add some of the extra puzzle pieces at this time if you think the puzzle will be too hard with out them.  Leave just a few out that won’t be key in putting the puzzle together)
You may notice that there are a few pieces missing.  These pieces represent several things for our group.  They represent other members that have not yet joined our group.  Maybe you have friends out there who are looking for a place to belong.  As you show them God’s love, and if you were to invite them to our group and they true unity among us, they may want to be a part of it.  The pieces could also represent the other students in Student Body that aren’t part of our core group, but are either in another core group or not yet connected in a core group.  We are connected to them as we all share the same purposes and goals of being a part of our student ministry.
I want to close with a few statements about this puzzle that I want you all to remember

· Each of you in unique and you bring something very important to this group that we need to make the picture complete.  This is represented in the parts of your puzzle piece that stick out and lock into another piece.  Don’t forget to contribute to this group.

· We also have weaknesses and needs that others in this group can provide- we all need what others bring to the group.  This is represented in the parts of your puzzle piece that dip in where another piece fills in the gap.
· Together, if take the time to value each person and get to know them and understand them and what they uniquely bring to the group and we also contribute to the group, we can make a picture that we can not make alone.  Together, if this core group is truly united like God calls the Body of Christ, we can do amazing things for his glory!

Grab hands around the puzzle and have a few students pray for your group and for the year.
Have each student take their own puzzle piece home and put it somewhere they will be reminded of what was talked about tonight.

