
Math that Matters
Subtraction
week 2

Things to subtract from your life
1.  A Prideful Attitude – thinking you are better than others.

9About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. 12It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air. 13Then a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat." 14"Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I have never eaten anything impure or unclean." 15The voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not call anything impure that God has made clean." Acts 10:9-15

Remember the Titans video clip of the girl refusing to shake the hand of the black football player.
Prejudice can be subtle.  Not just b/w.  

Old/New people at our church 

Cliques.  

Rich/Poor
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2Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. 3If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my feet," 4have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 6But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7Are they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to whom you belong? 8If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself,"F1 you are doing right. 9But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers.  James 2:1-9 
Playing favorites is related to pride.
2.  Negative Influences
Friendships – why hang out with people who constantly bring us down?
Magazines – why read things that consistently cause us to lust and hurt our relationship with God?
Media – why listen or watch things that our not consistent with what we believe 

3.  Jealousy – wanting what others have only hurts you.

“I wish I had a car like that, a boyfriend like that, parents like that…”


You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men? I Corinthians 3:3 
Illus: sharing this space with children’s church – we can’t think of this as ours – it’s all God’s.

Your brother has come,' he replied, 'and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.' 28"The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!' Luke 15:27-30 not on screen.
It may seem right, but it’s not right to be jealous.

4.  Bad Habits
Picking on others “just kidding” –
 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 
Ephesians 4:29
I bite my fingernails.

Coming to church can become a habit
Sinning and Repenting cycle

5.  Religion
It may surprise you to hear that I am anti-religion.  So was Jesus.  He wasn’t about being religious and creating a giant “do not do” list.  It’s not about religion and trying to earn a spot on heaven’s team…it’s about a relationship with Jesus.
Last Thought

What Is the one thing you need to subtract out of your life?

