
Math that Matters
Division
Math Principle #4: While the devil wants to divide, God wants to unite.
“For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as I want you to be, and you may not find me as you want me to be.  I fear that there may be quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, factions, slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder.” 

2 Corinthians 12:20
Things that will divide our group//
1. Gossip
Gossip is one of the devils tools of destruction.  It tears down and leaves disaster.  We have all taken part in, and been victims of gossip.

· If they will gossip TO you, they will gossip ABOUT you.

· It’s worse to listen

· If you’re angry with a person, don’t tell someone else…go to that person (Illus: When I was on a youth trip in high school, we were having some problems with group unity.  Everybody was seeking their own interests.  During a message one night, our youth pastor realized this and stopped.  He told us if we had a problem with someone to right then and there get up and go talk to them.  When the first person moved, about a hundred others did.  People were hugging.  Girls were crying.  And the rest of the trip went great.  

· God tells us to get things right with our brother before coming to bring an offering.

“Don’t let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs.” Ephesians 4:29
· Don’t gossip about people!

Should I Say It?

Is it true?
Is it necessary?

Is it kind?

2.  Cliques
How do you get in a group of friends?  You don’t create an application to be my friend and pass it out around algebra class!

· They create competition

· They exclude people.  Remember the feeling you had when you went to a new school or came here for the first time.

· You hang out with your friends to the exclusion of others.

· Other people have a lot to offer…you have a lot to offer other people.

· In 9th grade, I met a little Vietnamese boy at youth camp, and we became great friends throughout high school.

· You need to get out of your comfort zone and reach out to others…some of them are here tonight!

3.  Selfishness
I have two year old, so I understand selfishness.  As soon as I wake her up in the morning it’s, “juice…couch…read…mommy.”
· Your life revolves around you and your needs

· Illustration:  There was a 16 year old who came from a pretty rich family. For his birthday, he wanted a car…he expected a car.  He picked it out and told his Father exactly where to buy it and how much it cost.  When his birthday came around, his father wrapped up and gave him a Bible.  He threw a fit, and became like the prodigal son…never talking to his father again.  After his father died, he was going through the estate…he found that Bible and started turning the pages.  Stuck inside, he found a cashiers check in the exact amount of the car.  His selfishness prevented him from receiving a blessing.
· Selfishness leads to being critical – never having anything good to say about something or someone

· Be happy about others successes and blessings.

· Acts 5:1-10 is the story of Anias and Saphaira – who sold a piece of land and gave the money to God.  Not because they wanted to give, but because they wanted to be recognized (selfishness).

· The cure for selfishness is giving

[Review]
Is there someone you need to go and make things right with?

Is there someone you need to reach out to?

Is there someone or something you need to give to?

