How Joe almost missed Christmas
18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23"The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"--which means, "God with us." 24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.  Matthew 1:18-25


5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.  Proverbs 3:5-6
Life is all about making decisions 
We need to learn how to make Good decisions.
I want to teach you so you will not miss the God Moments in your life..

things are not always what then seem!

Ex.  Mexico on a mission trip…and we are eating at a taco stand…I like chipotle and there Barbacoa…so I order these tacos with Barbacoa…I’m eating this and it does not test like chipotle…so I ask the translator what kind of meat this is….it was cow face…
Assumptions can cost you.

Ex.  Brown Paper Bag… some of you had moms that rolled the bag…some of you had moms that folded the bag down with a nice crease….mine had a grease stain in it….imagine I had a greases brown paper bag up here  people would just pick  that bag up and throw it away without looking in it…but what you don’t know is that I put a roll of 50 $100 bills in it….if you knew that it would change the way you looked at the bag.
God likes to put treasure in earthly vessels

I can’t base my value you on the way you look …I have to have discernment…we have to be aware of the Holy spirit all the time b/c  things are not always what they seem.

Some one is kicking themselves b/c they went to high school with Bill Gates and they are kicking themselves b/c there thinking I should have befriended that nerd 

You can not judge a book by its cover…especially God…God likes to but greatness in people that you would look right by
Made character: Joseph = Joe

Joe almost made the 2nd worst decisions in human history 
1st is Adam and Eve 
Based on what he thinks he knows he almost said no to raising God….based on his experience and tradition .
but God  has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,  1 Corinthians 1:27
We need TO MAKE our decisions based on what we hear from heaven instead of what we see on earth 

Engagement:  contract you would come into it…family ordeal ….if you signed the contract you were saying …we will stay pure for one year and not do the crazy monkey dance…we are going to stay holy…the one year had more to do with purity then anything else…to break off the contract you had to serve divorce papers….a year of testing the purity…Mary is 16 Joe is a little older…they have about 6 months to 9 months left…
Joe is a just righteous man…this guy had a plan

Tell the story of Joe and Mary
Joe is planning on serving the papers
Things are not always what the s

Moments away from divorcing his God Moments

Joe has a dream..
Joes Son of david   Why…who is david and were did david come from…David from the OT…King David…Killed the Gaint…

God is trying to tell Joe who he is

we are the seed of Abraham we are sons and daughters of the king…you are a Jesus follower….and sometimes Jesus wants to do some crazy stuff in your life…God could have just sent a baby from heaven in a stork bag…its the messiah…God could have put a big m on him…he chooses to do something crazy…

If you are going to be a Christian then you need to know that things are not always what they seem.

You need to base your decisions on what God tells you not what the world tells you

When you wake up go marry her…how would you like to be joe…at the end of the engagement the groom would go through the public street to the brides house….a  parade…a purity parade…joe knew that when you wake up go marry and go get the band and have a parade…follow my lead you know what to do….joe starts down the street…can you feel the love tonight……marry did you know 

It was the right decision not the tradition 

Ask the lord about the decision that you need to make or to whom you need to hang out with….lord do I need to go here…do I need to do that…
Life is all about decision and since you make bad decisions…it is the decisions that you make during the Christmas season…Lord do you want me to  I want to  teach you about how to follow God in all areas of your life..  

