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NO FEAR

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN FEAR OVERCOMES FAITH?

1.  WE RELY TOTALLY ON HUMAN WISDOM

“But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large.”  Numbers 13:28

“We should go up and take possession of the land for we certainly can do it.”  Numbers 13:30

2.  WE EXAGGERATE THE PROBLEM OF THE SITUATION.

“We semed like grasshoppers in our eyes.”  Numbers 13:33

3.  WE SPREAD NEGATIVE THOUGHT.

“They spread among the Israelites a bad report.”  Numbers 13:32

“That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud.”  Numbers 14:1

4.  WE HAVE AN UNREALISTIC VIEW OF THE PAST.

“We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”  Numbers 14:4

5.  WE CRITICIZE PROVEN LEADERS.


“All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron.”  Numbers 14:2

6.  WE MISS OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN FAITH OVERCOMES FEAR?

1.  WE STAND UP FOR WHAT IS RIGHT.

“There are some Jews who pay no attention to you.  They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold that you have set up.” Daniel 3:12

COURAGE IS DOING WHAT IS RIGHT REGARDLESS OF THE CONSEQUENCE.

2.  WE RELY TOTALLY ON GOD.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied to the king, ‘O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will never serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.’”  Daniel 3:16-18

COURAGE IS PUTTING YOURSELF IN A DEFENSELESS POSITION.

“Those who are righteous will be long remembered. They do not fear bad news; they confidently trust the Lord to care for them. They are confident and fearless and can face their foes triumphantly.” Psalm 112:6-8

3.  WE EXPERIENCE GOD’S FAITHFULNESS.

“Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who sent this angel and rescued his servants. They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.” Daniel 3:28

LAST THOUGHT:
WHAT FEARS DO YOU NEED FAITH TO OVERCOME THIS WEEK?

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS

· What thoughts and feelings does fear usually trigger inside of you? How do you deal with your fears? Does your method always work? Why or why not?

· Read aloud Proverbs 3:13-26. What’s the Bible’s recipe for fighting fear? What makes knowledge of God the ultimate weapon for fighting fear? 

· Thinking back to your FEAR how would knowledge of God help you overcome that particular fear? If you no longer had any fear, what would you do differently?

· How does a person accumulate the spiritual knowledge that fights fear? Are you doing anything to build this knowledge? Why or why not?

