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WHY SO MANY PROBLEMS?

Friends, when life gets really difficult, don't jump to the conclusion that God isn't on the job. Instead, be glad that you are in the very thick of what Christ experienced. This is a spiritual refining process, with glory just around the corner.  1 Peter 4:12-13 

1. GOD USES PROBLEMS TO ____________________.

Sometimes it takes a painful experience to make us change our ways.  Proverbs 20:30

Now I am glad I sent it, not because it hurt you but because the pain turned you to God. It was a good kind of sorrow you felt, the kind of sorrow God wants his people to have, so that I need not come to you with harshness.  2 Corinthians 7:9

2.  GOD USES PROBLEMS TO ____________________.

Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands.

Deuteronomy 8:2

I have tested you in the fire of suffering, as silver is refined in a furnace….  Isaiah 48:10

3.  GOD USES PROBLEMS TO ____________________.

God corrects all of his children, and if he doesn't correct you, then you don't really belong to him. Our earthly fathers correct us, and we still respect them. Isn't it even better to be given true life by letting our spiritual Father correct us? Our human fathers correct us for a short time, and they do it as they think best. But God corrects us for our own good, because he wants us to be holy, as he is...

Hebrews 12:8-10

4. GOD USES PROBLEMS TO ____________________.

Since the Lord is directing our steps, why try to understand everything that happens along the way?  Proverbs 20:24

5.  GOD USES PROBLEMS TO ____________________.

We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they are good for us - they help us learn to be patient. And patience develops strength of character in us and helps us trust God more each time we use it until finally our hope and faith are strong and steady.  Romans 5:3-4

