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Relationships

“This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."
Matthew 1:18-23 
I’m the reason for the season.  
You’re the reason for the season.
“Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” 
Ephesians 4:31-32  
Show the clip:  Spy Kids 3-D: Game Over

Grandpa confronts the Toymaker, the man who robbed him of the ability to walk. Grandpa missed so many things by being confined to a wheelchair, but he gained things, too, such as humility and spirituality. He wants the Toymaker to know that he’s forgiven. Grandpa hopes the Toymaker can forgive himself for what he did.
Or pick any Christmas movie that talks about forgiving someone.
· Instead of avoiding them – lean into them like God!

· Instead of becoming bitter – become forgiving with God’s help.
· Instead of talking about them to others – talk about them to God!
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Small Group Questions

· Why did Grandpa forgive the Toymaker?

· Have you ever forgiven someone before they asked for forgiveness? If so, what happened? How did it make you feel?

· Read aloud Luke 23:33-34.

· Did Jesus have to forgive his tormentors? Why or why not?

· Why did Jesus forgive them while they were still persecuting him?

· Is human forgiveness wasted if a wrongdoer never repents? Why or why not?

· How would freely forgiving people who wrong you change your life? How might it impact the lives of those you forgive?

· Why doesn’t our forgiveness depend on the reactions of others?

· Is there anyone you need to forgive? If so, what must you do to make that happen?

