ROOTS
Growing deep in our faith
1 Thessalonians 4

Digging in with God means…

A life growing toward Christ likeness



Key words SET APART
One final word, friends. We ask you-urge is more like it-that you keep on doing what we told you to do to please God, not in a dogged religious plod, but in a living, spirited dance. You know the guidelines we laid out for you from the Master Jesus. God wants you to live a pure life. Keep yourselves from sexual promiscuity. Learn to appreciate and give dignity to your body, not abusing it, as is so common among those who know nothing of God. God hasn’t invited us into a disorderly, unkempt life but into something holy and beautiful-as beautiful on the inside as the outside. If you disregard this advice, you’re not offending your neighbors; you’re rejecting God, who is making you a gift of his Holy Spirit. 

1 Thessalonians 4: 1-5,7-8

A life growing toward Loving One another


Key word AUTHENTIC
Regarding life together and getting along with each other, you don’t need me to tell you what to do.  You’re God-taught in these matters.  Just love one another!  You’re already good at it...Keep it up; get better and better at it. 1 Thessalonians 4: 9-10 

A life growing toward our future




Key word PROMISE
“First off, you must not carry on over them like people who have nothing to look forward to, as if the grave were the last word. Since Jesus died and broke loose from the grave, God will most certainly bring back to life those who died in Jesus....Then the rest of us who are still alive at the time will be caught up with them into the clouds to meet the Master. Oh, we’ll be walking on air!  And then there will be one huge family reunion with the master. So reassure one another with these words.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14,17-18 

A life growing toward Character




Key word INTEGRITY
Stay calm; mind your own business; do your own job. You’ve heard all this from us before, but a reminder never hurts. We want you living in a way that will command the respect of outsiders, not lying around sponging off your friends. 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12

How to grow roots?


What will be the result?
Take the high road 


This will result in the RIGHT CHOICES YOU MAKE
Be open to others


This will result in MEANINGFUL FRIENDSHIPS
Seek Christ in all things

This will result in an ALIVE FAITH
Have the end in mind

This will result in others COMING TO CHRIST
