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Conquering Abandonment By Understanding God’s Presence

WHY I COULD SUFFER ABANDONMENT IN THIS LIFE:
1. BECAUSE I DON’T HANDLE CONFLICT OR OFFENSES WISELY.

This is the history of Jacob's family. When Joseph was seventeen years old, he often tended his father's flocks with his half brothers, the sons of his father's wives Bilhah and Zilpah. But Joseph reported to his father some of the bad things his brothers were doing. Genesis 37:2

2. BECAUSE I AM IN A POSITION OF HONOR OR FAVOR.

Now Jacob loved Joseph more than any of his other children because Joseph had been born to him in his old age. So one day he gave Joseph a special gift – a beautiful robe. But his brothers hated Joseph because of their father's partiality. They couldn't say a kind word to him. Genesis 37:3-4

3. BECAUSE I SHARE MY THOUGHTS WITHOUT DISCRETION.

One night Joseph had a dream and promptly reported the details to his brothers, causing them to hate him even more. "Listen to this dream," he announced. Genesis 37:5-6

“ABANDONMENT IS PAINFUL AND CRUEL.”

So when Joseph arrived, they pulled off his beautiful robe and threw him into the pit. This pit was normally used to store water, but it was empty at the time. Then, just as they were sitting down to eat; they noticed a caravan of camels in the distance coming toward them. It was a group of Ishmaelite traders taking spices, balm, and myrrh from Gilead to Egypt. Judah said to the others, "What can we gain by killing our brother? That would just give us a guilty conscience. Let's sell Joseph to those Ishmaelite traders. Let's not be responsible for his death; after all, he is our brother!" And his brothers agreed. So, when the traders came by, his brothers pulled Joseph out of the pit and sold him for twenty pieces of silver, and

the Ishmaelite traders took him along to Egypt. Some time later, Reuben returned to get Joseph out of the pit. When he discovered that Joseph was missing, he tore his clothes in anguish and frustration. Genesis 37:23-29 

HOW CAN I CONQUER THE DEEP SCAR OF ABANDONMENT?
1. SEE THAT GOD IS PRESENT, REGARDLESS OF MY SITUATION.

Now when Joseph arrived in Egypt with the Ishmaelite traders, he was purchased by Potiphar, a member of the personal staff of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt.  Potiphar was the captain of the palace guard. The LORD was with Joseph and blessed him greatly as he served in the home of his Egyptian master. Genesis 39:1-2 

Being Present:

Doesn’t mean my situation will change; but it does mean I can handle it.
No test or temptation that comes your way is beyond the course of what others have had to face. All you need to remember is that God will never let you down; he'll never let you be pushed past your limit; he'll always be there to help you come through it.  1 Corinthians 10:13 

Doesn’t mean it won’t hurt; but it does mean God will comfort me.

You can be sure that the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower us with his comfort through Christ. So when we are weighed down with troubles, it is for your benefit and salvation!  2 Corinthians 1:5-6
Doesn’t mean it can’t get worse before it gets better.
After hearing his wife's story, Potiphar was furious! But the LORD was with Joseph there too… Genesis 39:19-21a 
2. CHOOSE TO MAKE THE MOST OF EVERY DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCE.
… and he granted Joseph favor with the chief jailer. Before long, the jailer put Joseph in charge of all the other prisoners and over everything that happened in the prison. The chief jailer had no more worries after that, because Joseph took care of everything. The LORD was with him, making everything run smoothly and successfully.  Genesis 39:21-23 
3. ACKNOWLEDGE AND ACCEPT THAT ONLY GOD CAN CHANGE YOUR SITUATION.
We told the dreams to a young Hebrew man who was a servant of the captain of the guard. He told us what each of our dreams meant, and everything happened just as he said it would. I was restored to my position as cup-bearer, and the chief baker was executed and impaled on a pole." Pharaoh sent for Joseph at once, and he was brought hastily from the dungeon. After a quick shave and change of clothes, he went in and stood in Pharaoh's presence. "I had a dream last night," Pharaoh told him, "and none of these men can tell me what it means. But I have heard that you can interpret dreams, and that is why I have called for you." Genesis 41:12-15

"It is beyond my power to do this," Joseph replied. "But God will tell you what it means and will set you at ease." Genesis 41:16
4. REFUSE TO GET EVEN AND CHOOSE TO FORGIVE.
"I am Joseph!" he said to his brothers. "Is my father still alive?" But his brothers were speechless! They were stunned to realize that Joseph was standing there in front of them. "Come over here," he said. So they came closer. And he said again, "I am Joseph, your brother whom you sold into Egypt. But don't be angry with yourselves that you did this to me, for God did it. He sent me here ahead of you to preserve your lives. Genesis 45:3-5 

As far as I am concerned, God turned into good what you meant for evil. He brought me to the high position I have today so I could save the lives of many people.  Genesis 50:20
Small Group Study On Abandonment 
· What are some ways people can abandon others?
· Have you ever felt abandoned? If so, what happened? How did this event affect your later relationships?
· What feelings and attitudes might develop in a person who's abandoned? Can a person ever fully heal from this experience? Why or why not?
· Read aloud Deuteronomy 31:6-8. Do you believe this promise? Why or why not?
· How does a person know if God is with them or not? How do people know God hasn’t abandoned them if things get really hard or if he doesn’t answer their prayers?
· Can God's love and presence really substitute for human love? Why or why not? 
· How can God help bring healing a person who's been abandoned? How can we help support those hurting as a result of abandonment? 
















