


Hey guys,
	
I am really excited about the Fall Retreat this weekend.  There are a few final details that we need to take care of before that Friday.  First we wanted to give you a list of what you will need to bring for the weekend:
	
· Bible, pen, notebook
· Sleeping bag or twin size sheets/pillow
· Toiletries/towels
· Casual clothing
· Rec clothing (clothes you can get dirty in)
· Snacks

Enclosed you will find the schedule for the weekend.  This will give you some idea of what to expect this weekend if you have never been a part of this retreat.

Check-in will begin at 4:30pm Friday afternoon.  I really need some to get here earlier (4pm) if possible to assist in check-in.  We will attempt to leave at 5pm Friday afternoon.  The camp is about 2.5 to 3 hours away.  We plan to eat dinner upon our arrival. We plan to return to the church between 3:30 and 4pm on Sunday afternoon.  

Most of you will be leading small groups this weekend.  We will provide small group discussion questions for you to follow as a guide.  Please begin now praying for your small group and for wisdom as you lead.  Following each large group session, students will first be dismissed to journal and reflect personally on the content of the session.  After a few minutes alone, they will then move into small groups for discussion.  Hopefully this will allow students to really process through what was said and areas in which they were challenged to further enhance your small group time and discussion.

Also enclosed you will find a great article on leading small group discussion.  If you have been around here long enough, you may have already read it.  However, I challenge all of you to read it again.  It never hurts to sharpen your skills as a small group leader, and I think there are some great ideas and principles listed in the article that we all need to be reminded of.

We will assume you are riding with us to Falls Creek, unless you tell us otherwise.  We need adults to ride in the vans to provide supervision, however, if you intend on driving your own vehicle, please let us know.  Also, we need a lot of help on Sunday afternoon to tear down and clean up the facilities we use at the camp, so we are asking all adults to stay and help at least until the students leave.  This will be huge in getting us out on time.

We are looking forward to a great weekend with you guys.  We are praying that God will move in our lives and draw us closer to Him and to each other.  

In His Presence,

Jamie

Emergency Contact Numbers
· Falls Creek Encampment: 1-580-369-2101
· Jamie Cell: 214-293-5717
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