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“People Don’t Change”

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.
7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.”8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”  Luke 19:1-10

1.  BELIEVE THAT CHRIST BRINGS CHANGE.
LET JESUS INITIATE THE CHANGE.  LUKE 19:10
PURSUE FRIENDSHIP WITH CHRIST AND AVOID THE CONDEMNATION OF THE CROWD.  LUKE 19:7
REMEMBER THAT CHRIST’S CHANGE IS NOT A BETTER YOU BUT A NEW YOU

2.  REALIZE THAT CHANGE IS FOR SUCCESSFUL FAILURES.

“THE ZAC ATTACK”
DROP YOUR PRIDE.
But he gives us more grace.  That is why Scripture says:  “God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.” James 4:6

CONFESS YOUR SINS
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.  The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.  James 5:16

INVITE SOMEONE IN
OBEY IMMEDIATELY  LUKE 19:5-6
REPENTANCE AND RESITUTION LUKE 19:8
That is what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel, says:  “In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength, but you would have none of it.  Isaiah 30:15

WHAT HAVE YOU TAKEN THAT YOU NEED TO GIVE BACK?
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