There is power in the Mullet
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We are going to read the story of Samson and his Mullet!
First some background on Samson:

· His mother wasn’t able to have children but an angel came and told her that she would have a son anyway
· He was not to eat anything unclean and drink any wine or fermented drink

· He would be set apart to God from birth and he will begin to deliver Israel from the hand of the Philistines

· God made Samson one of the strongest men or possible the strongest man ever to live

· Oh, and no one would be allowed to cut off his Mullet.

Judges 13:24-25
“The woman gave birth to a boy and named him Samson. He grew and the Lord blessed him, and the Spirit of the Lord began to move him at times in the camp of Dan.”
· Throughout Samson’s life, the Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power and led him to many victories.

· Samson had a beef with the Philistines for many reasons. One was that they were unclean people. Second, they killed his wife and her father.

· After they had killed his wife, Samson was fairly upset

· He killed many of the Philistines then went and stayed in a cave in the rock of Etam.

· Next is an example of Samson’s strength given to him by the Lord

Judges 15:14-17, 20
“As he approached Lehi, the Philistines came toward him shouting. The Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power. The ropes on his arms became like charred flax, and the bindings dropped from his hands. Finding a fresh jawbone of a donkey, he grabbed it and struck down a thousand men. Then Samson said, ‘With a donkey’s jawbone I have made donkeys of them. With a donkey’s jawbone I have killed a thousand men.’ When he was finished speaking, he threw away the jawbone; and the place was called Ramath Lehi (which means jawbone hill).
· This is just one example of the power that the Spirit of the Lord had given Samson
· Soon we’ll find out the source of Samson’s strength

Samson Makes a Mistake and He Falls in Love
· Sometimes people make bad decisions.

· I don’t know if you’ve ever watched the lame reality show called, “For Love or Money”

· If not, I’ll explain how it works.

· First, they choose one girl. Then they bring in about 15 guys.

· The girl then slowly eliminates the guys down to just a few. But the whole time, the guys have these checks that could be worth up to a Million Bucks!

· So, as they go on dates and stuff, the guy tries to get the girl to “fall in love” with her while he is planning to choose the money over her in the end.

· But the guys don’t know that she is playing for a Million Bucks too.

· So in the end, if the guy she picks chooses her over his money, she then has a choice to choose him over her Million bucks.

· Of course, in the end, they both choose each other…yeah right; you know you’d go for the money.

· This is the case with Delilah, the chic that Samson falls in love with, she chose the money over Samson
Judges 16:4-6
“Some time later, he fell in love with a woman in the Valley of Sorek whose name was Delilah. The rulers of the Philistines went to her and said, ‘See if you can lure him into showing you the secret of his great strength and how we can overpower him so we may tie him up and subdue him. Each one of us will give you eleven hundred shekels of silver.’ (This is about 28 pounds of silver each). So Delilah said to Samson, ‘Tell me the secret of your great strength and how you can be tied up and subdued.’”
· We can see that Delilah has chosen the money
· She asked him to tell her the secret 3 times

· The first three times, her tells her bogus stuff and the Philistines try to capture him but he still has his strength and defeats them

· But, like most women, she doesn’t give up easily, she really wants the money

· So she asks him for the 4th time to tell her the secret of his strength and by this time he is weak and tells her

Judges 16:15-21
“Then she said to him, ‘How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when you won’t confide in me? This is the third time you have made a fool of me and haven’t told me the secret of your great strength.’ With such nagging she prodded him day after day until he was tired to death. So he told her everything. ‘No razor has ever been used on my head,’ he said, ‘because I have been a Nazirite set apart to God since birth. If my head were shaved, my strength would leave me, and I would become as weak as any other man.’ (THERE IS POWER IN THE MULLET!) When Delilah saw that he had told her everything, she sent word to the rulers of the Philistines, ‘Come back once more; he has told me everything.’ So the rulers of the Philistines returned with the silver in their hands. Having put him to sleep in her lap, she called a man to shave off the seven braids of his hair (OR HIS MULLET!), and he began to weaken. And his strength left him. Then she called, ‘Samson, the Philistines are upon you!’ He awoke from his sleep and thought, ‘I’ll go out as before and shake myself free.’ But he did not know that the Lord had left him. Then the Philistines seized him, gouged out his eyes and took him down to Gaza. Binding him with bronze shackles, they set him to grinding in the prison.”
· Guys, look what can happen when you let a girl rule over your life!!!
· She keeps nagging and nagging and doesn’t give up.
· So you tell her and then she rats you out and you get your eyes gouged out!

· Anyway, Samson gets his Mullet cut off and loses all of his strength.
· **MULLET JOKE**

· Check this out, his Mullet grows back and he regains his strength!

Judges 16:22
“But the hair on his head began to grow again after it had been shaved.”

· They made 2 big mistakes:

a. First they had forgotten about Samson’s hair which was the source of his strength…or was it!!
b. Second they didn’t trust in God the Father, instead they put their faith in the false god, Dagon

Judges 16:25-31
“While they were in high spirits, they shouted, ‘bring out Samson to entertain us.’ When they stood him among the pillars, Samson said to the servant who held his hand, ‘Put me where I can feel the pillars that support the temple, so that I may lean against them.’ Now the temple was crowded with men and women; all the rulers of the Philistines were there, and on the roof were about three thousand men and women watching Samson perform. Then Samson prayed to the Lord, ‘O Sovereign Lord, remember me. O God, please strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.’ Then Samson reached toward the two central pillars on which the temple stood. Bracing himself against them, his right hand on the one and his left hand on the other, Samson said, ‘Let me die with the Philistines!’ Then he pushed with all his might, and down came the temple on the rulers and all the people in it. Thus he killed many more when he died that while he lived. He had led Israel twenty years.”
· They made them mistake of testing God’s strength through Samson, which ended their lives
· Samson’s strength wasn’t in his Mullet, yeah I know it probably wasn’t a Mullet but come on, in was in his vow to God and faith in God’s promises

God can use anything He chooses to aid us in victory over our enemy, we just have to make a vow and commitment to God that we’ll follow Him and put our faith and trust in Him.

So I lied, there is NO power in the Mullet, it just sounds good.

