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Week 2 

When Facing Adversity ...

1.  Respond with respect

When Arioch, the commander of the king's guard, came to kill them, Daniel handled the situation with wisdom and discretion. 15He asked Arioch, "Why has the king issued such a harsh decree?" So Arioch told him all that had happened. 16Daniel went at once to see the king and requested more time so he could tell the king what the dream meant.   Daniel 2:14-16;

Romans 12:7-21; Proverbs 15:1

2.  Share your life with others

17Then Daniel went home and told his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah what had happened. 18He urged them to ask the God of heaven to show them his mercy by telling them the secret, so they would not be executed along with the other wise men of Babylon.   Daniel 2:17-18

Acts 2:42-44

3.  Remember that when you can’t, God still can

19That night the secret was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven, 20saying, "Praise the name of God forever and ever, for he alone has all wisdom and power. 21 He determines the course of world events; he removes kings and sets others on the throne. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the scholars. 22 He reveals deep and mysterious things and knows what lies hidden in darkness, though he himself is surrounded by light. 23 I thank and praise you, God of my ancestors, for you have given me wisdom and strength. You have told me what we asked of you and revealed to us what the king demanded." Daniel 2:19-23;

 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
Small Group

· What one problem in your life, past or present, do you wish God would erase? Explain.

· Why doesn’t God just erase our problems?

· Read aloud Genesis 39:11-23.

· When have you seen God bring a great good out of a serious problem, as he did for Joseph?

· What do you think God wants to teach you through the problem you wish he would erase?

· How does God want us to respond when we face problems?

Disney’s The Kid


24:15 through 26:45


Russ Duritz is a self-absorbed image consultant, who must re-examine his life when he meets his 8-year-old self. Russ enters a therapist’s office and asks for medication, not therapy. The doctor doesn’t understand why Russ won’t sit down and talk about the problem. Russ refuses to sit because he’s very happy with his life, and he’s afraid that talking will force him to expose and deal with his past. All he wants is medication that will end his hallucinations of a phantom plane that’s chasing him and the child who keeps appearing in his house. He needs some pills that will fix his problem on the way to work!








Reminds me of my prayer life at times. Something outside of our control rocks the boat, and we desperately turn to God–not to hear his thoughts, but for a quick fix to the situation. God wants to help us deal with the root issues–not just help us solve the current situation. Unfortunately, our natural response is to demand immediate help, rather than stop and listen to a solution that requires actual work on our part over a long period of time. Help your young people understand that wisdom comes from listening to God’s advice and not from demanding that he become our emotional janitor, quickly sweeping up the mess we leave behind.








