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9Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” “My name is Legion,” he replied, “for we are many.” 10And he begged Jesus   11 again and again not to send them out of the area.  A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. 12The demons begged Jesus, “send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them.” 13he gave them permission, and the evil spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.    Mark 5:9-13

Jesus has authority over all; over the natural world (Mark 4:36-41), death (Mark 5:21-43), and the spiritual world as seen when He encountered the Gerasene demoniac. When we grasp how great Jesus’ authority is, even over thousands of demons, we will have more trust and confidence in Him. The Bible says that the very reason Jesus came was to destroy the devil’s work (1 John 3:8). Consider these points from the story.

1.  Jesus seeks to free us from our hopeless condition.

2When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him. . . . 4he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him. . . . 7He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that you won’t torture me!” 8For Jesus had said to him, “Come out of this man, you evil spirit!”  Mark 5:2,4,7,8

Only Jesus has the power to set us free from our struggles, forgive our sins, and change us. With our sinful nature, we are helpless against the power of sin but we often try to overcome it or change ourselves on our own. External measures cannot bring lasting change—we need God’s power to transform us and give us a new heart. How do we allow Jesus to change us?

2.  Jesus paid a high price on the cross for us.

11A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. 12The demons begged Jesus, “Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them.” 13He gave them permission, and the evil spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.  Mark 5:11-13 

In the place where this story took place, pigs were rare and pork was costly. That is why the people reacted negatively towards Jesus when He allowed the demons to enter the pigs because they lost much money. This is a picture of how loving God is, that He spared no expense just to make a way for us to be reconciled to Him, through Jesus, by the Holy Spirit (John 3:16). With such great sacrifice, how do you think does God value you (Revelations 5:9)?

3.  We respond to freedom with joy, a changed life, and a desire to tell of what Jesus has done.

18As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. 19Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.   Mark 5:18-20

The demoniac represents all of us—helpless, with no way of rescuing ourselves from the power of sin apart from God. However, as we allow God to save us and take the lead in our lives, we are restored in relationship with Him and can experience the life change that He promises. Anyone who is given a great favor or help will naturally want to follow the person who has shown the kindness. From the story, what did Jesus tell the former demoniac? How does this command relate to us today?

Last Thought:
Who In Your Life Do You Need To Tell About The Change That Jesus Has Made In Your Life?
