From Left Field
8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is ChristF5 the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest,  and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." 16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. Luke 2:8 – 20 

GOD CALLS YOU FROM LEFT FIELD

26Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. 30It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”

I DREAMING OF A WHITE RIGHT CHRISTMAS

>>you can’t find a right Christmas at the mall, sleigh rides, in the snow, by the fire place,  roasting chestnuts, jolly songs,
>>>the only place is the house of God and in the BIBLE

1.  FIRST PEOPLE INFORMED WERE SHEPERDS IN LEFT FIELD
8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  Luke 8-9

>>the first people on the planet to be informed about Jesus coming were shepherds
>>  not a noble job….not bunch education, no wealth, hung out with dirty sheep..crazy hours..not respected, not listen too. Outcast..rejected by the religious people,  plan old shepherd boys..they were sleeping on the job…while one was watching the sheep.. 
>>If I was writing this story I would have left out 8-20 and move on

Radom Sheppard’s…don’t know there names…almost from left field…bam God puts them into the story. minding their own business.  

2.  JESUS CAME TO INVIDE ALL PEOPLE
10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Luke 2:10

>>The gospel of Jesus...He came for all people
>>> the poor, the rich, the lonely, the outcast, the dirty…the weird,  the undeserving…the isolated,  the insure,  the left field 

Story:  little league…people that can’t play get stuck in left field…the ball was not coming to me…some people feel that way in life...I play left field in life…I’m not a wise man, not educated, I don’t have Christian dad, I don’t even know my who my dad is, I have a dad but it is like he is not their,   My position is left field in life..
>>feel like they don’t fit in…I’m not keeping it together…I used to be wise…I used to be serving Jesus, I got off track…I’ve been doing my own thing…you come to the net tonight with you head hanging low

The Gospel is for the left fielders..

The first people to find out about Jesus were shepherds in left field and they were a sleep and could have cared less…they were teenaged boys…the down and outcast 

The angles could have been thinking WHAT?  These are teenage boys shepereds…not wise men.  

this is the message of the nativity…And God brought us from left field…easily unnoticed….
people with the right look and can still be in left field…everyone is welcomed at the manger… GOD IS CALLING YOU FROM LIVING IN LEFT FIEL

shepherd boys…these could have been the shepherds that would bring the spotless lamb for the sacrifice…and they had the first look at perfect lame that would take away the sins of the world… 
and this message is for all people..

3.  THE MESSAGE OF CHRISTMAS IS A MESSAGE OF HOPE

11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is ChristF5 the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. Luke 10: 11-12
The sign was a baby in the neighborhood.  I can hang out with a king that was born in a dirty stable….wrapped in dirty cloths….not a king born in a palace….

Story:  a King that went out to the country side to hang out with his people…How can I rule a people if I don’t know how they live..
At His side were these common boys in the neighborhood.

You think you have to have all your ducks in a row.  But HE comes to you and wants to use you…HE IS CALLING YOU…THE MESSAGE OF CHRISTMAS IS A MESSAGE OF HOPE..

You have not gone too fare not mater how dark it is…

It is easy to come to Jesus when you have the right Gifts and you have this band of brothers..

But if you are like me…just messed up…broken…used…YES!!!

The right Christmas is not checking a list to see if you have been naughty or nice…

4.  THE FIRST PEOPLE TO PROCLAIM THIS MESSAGE WERE SHEPERDS.
17When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them  Luke 17 -18

