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#homosexuality 

What would I say to a gay friend or family member?

1. “I’m sorry for how gay people have been treated.”

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.” 1 Peter 3:15
"There are two basic reasons people don't know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. One, they have never met a Christian. Second, they have met a Christian."  -Rick Warren
2. “I have high esteem for the marriage covenant.”

“Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?" "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." Matthew 19:3-6
3. “I don’t believe homosexuality is God’s highest and best intention for you.”
Q. Don’t some claim the Bible doesn’t teach homosexuality is a sin? 

Q. Don’t some claim homosexual acts are worse than other sins?

“All have sinned and fall short of God’s glorious ideals.”
Romans 3:23 
“The person who keeps every law of God but makes one little slip is just as guilty as the person who has broken every law there is.”  James 2:10

Q. But isn’t homosexuality inborn? How can it be a sin?

“It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable.”
1 Thessalonians 4:3-5
“I believe same sex attraction is a temptation, not an orientation. Mankind does have an orientation (that we’re born with) - and that is a sin orientation.”  -Tim Wilkins
There is a difference between acceptance and approval.

3 things that I resist when it comes to this conversation:

· The idea of attaching identities to people’s sexual desires. 
(John 1:12, 13)
· The denial of choice to those seeking change. 
(1 Corinthians 6:9–11)

· The idea that anyone who opposes same-sex marriage is homophobic (John 1:14)
What God is asking us to do is very difficult: 

draw lines and build bridges.
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#homosexuality 

What would I say to a gay friend or family member?

1.  “I’m ____________ for how gay people have been treated.”

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.” 1 Peter 3:15
"There are two basic reasons people don't know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. One, they have never met a Christian. Second, they have met a Christian."  -Rick Warren
2. “I have high esteem for the ________________________.”

“Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?" "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." Matthew 19:3-6
3. “I don’t believe homosexuality is God’s ________________________ intention for you.”
Q. Don’t some claim the Bible doesn’t teach homosexuality is a sin? 

Q. Don’t some claim homosexual acts are worse than other sins?

“All have sinned and fall short of God’s glorious ideals.”
Romans 3:23 
“The person who keeps every law of God but makes one little slip is just as guilty as the person who has broken every law there is.”  James 2:10

Q. But isn’t homosexuality inborn? How can it be a sin?

“It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable.”
1 Thessalonians 4:3-5
“I believe same sex attraction is a temptation, not an orientation. Mankind does have an orientation (that we’re born with) - and that is a sin orientation.”  -Tim Wilkins
There is a difference between ____________ and ____________.

3 things that I resist when it comes to this conversation:

· The idea of attaching identities to people’s ____________ ____________. 
(John 1:12, 13)
· The denial of choice to those seeking ____________. 
(1 Corinthians 6:9–11)

· The idea that anyone who ____________ same-sex marriage is homophobic (John 1:14)
What God is asking us to do is very difficult: 

____________ lines and ____________bridges.
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Small Group Questions

1.  When you hear the word “homosexual” what are your first reactions? Discuss your opinions and try to assess the reasons behind them.

2.  Christians often view homosexuality as more serious than divorce. Do you think homosexuality is singled out more than other sins in the Christian community? If so, why?

3.  Discuss the following quote from Dietrich Bonhoeffer as it applies to the homosexual discussion: “Nothing that we despise in the other [person] is entirely absent from ourselves. We must learn to regard people less in light of what they do or don’t do, and more in light of what they suffer.”

4.  American Christians have often sought to confront the issues of homosexuality through preaching and politics. What are some alternative ways Christians should approach homosexuality?

5. Much of the fear and misunderstanding associated with homosexuality is due to Christians isolating themselves from gays and lesbians. How can your church, small group, or just you, yourself, make strides to become more engaged and compassionate?
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