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Last Week

· Relationships Part 1: “Why is my Momma so Drama?”

· We talked about relationship with parents.

· We learned that parents can be so dramatic because they love and want to protect us.

· We also learned that we, as their children, can be even more dramatic and selfish and not realize that their “drama” is only there because they want to keep us safe.

This week we are going to continue our series on relationship.

The title of the message today is: “Why are some friends Jerks?”

Relationship between friends can be very rewarding but some can be very harmful.

Listen to these two stories and tell me which situation you’d like to find yourself in:
Situation #1

Tara and Beth met in dance class and became close friends very quickly. Soon Beth felt comfortable talking to Tara about her most private thoughts and feelings, and Tara always seemed willing to lend a sympathetic ear. One day after school, Beth heard some other girls talking, and they were saying things about her that only she and Tara knew. Later, Beth found out that Tara was talking behind her back, and even spreading gossip and rumors about her. Beth didn't understand how Tara could be so nice when she was with her, and be a totally different person when they were apart. She made up her mind to get even, and the next day at school, Beth started spreading terrible lies about Tara. The next time they saw each other, all they could do was say mean things.
Situation #2

Tim and Justin haven’t spoken in almost two months. They are not mad or upset at each other at all, it’s just that Tim moved off to college in another state and hasn’t been able to give Justin a call. Justin knows that he’ll call and when he does, it’ll be like they just saw each other yesterday. And Tim knows that Justin won’t be mad at him but that he’ll be glad that school is going well and that he’s trying to adjust to a new atmosphere. As soon as that phones rings, they both will have something good to say.
Which situation would you like to find yourself in?  That’s a given…

Why are relationships/friendships so important?

· They mold us into the person we become in the future.

· What does that mean?

· When we surround ourselves with people, we take certain traits or characteristics from them, whether we want to or not.

· So if you are surrounded by jerks, you will most likely, become a jerk yourself.

· Is it always like this? No.

· But by nature, we as humans adapt to our surroundings.
In our life, we have to choice whether we want good friends or whether we want bad friends.
It’s a choice.

Listen to this fact:

· A survey has revealed that you'll clock up a staggering 363 friends during your life - but only six of them will be your true friends!

Have you ever heard that old saying, “It’s easier to pull someone down than it is to lift them up.”
· We need to have strong friends in our lives.

· Friends who pick us up when we fall and not tare us down.

3 Examples of a Good Friend
1) The “never apart” friend

· This friend is someone you can call when you haven’t spoken to them in 2 weeks or 2 months and it’s like you just talked to them yesterday.

2) The “best and worst” friend

· This friend is someone you can talk to when you have best news in your life and when you have the worst news in your life.

3) The “closer not farther” friend

· This friend is the most important to have. This friend gets closer to you when times are hard, not farther away.

3 Examples of a Bad Friend
1) The “good times” friend
· This friend is always around for a party but when it’s over, you can’t find them.

2) The “everything is about me” friend

· This friend makes everything about themselves. “You think that’s bad…well let me tell you what happened to me!”

3) The “don’t get me angry” friend

· This friend makes you nervous or makes you feel like you have to watch what you say around them.

Simply, a bad friend doesn’t have the characteristics of a good friend.

True friends know you.

· They know your likes and dislikes.

· They know the hurts in your life and the joy in your life.

· They know what lifts you up and what can tare you down.

Jetta Commercial

There was a commercial that came out a few years ago that introduced the new volkswagen slogan.


“On the road of life, there are passengers and there are drivers.”

In this commercial there were two guys, one driving and the other the passenger. You saw the car swourving in and out of traffic and the driver saying “fry.” They flashed to the inside of the car and even few seconds the drivers would say “fry” and his buddy in the passenger seat would be right there with a french fry for him.
True friends know us. They know when we need something and we need them!

Jesus tells us about friends in John 15:12-13
“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”

Also in v. 15
“I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.”
Are you a good friend or are you a jerk friend?
3 Steps to Help Us Become Better Friends
1) Stop

· Stop thinking about yourself

· In order to be a good friend, you must stop thinking about your own needs and desires and start looking at your friends’ needs and how you can help them.
2) Look

· Pay attention to what your friends are truly saying

· A lot of times people don’t tell you their true feelings. 

· Sometimes our friends hurt and if we don’t take the time to look and pay attention, we’re not being a helpful friend.

3) Listen

· Being a good friend requires being a good listener.

· Most of the time, the best advice is to just listen

· Sometimes our friends don’t want our input; they just want us to listen.

· Make sure the advice you plan on giving them is instruction from God.

The key to having good friends, is being a good friend.

You also have a friend in Jesus.

· He is always there for you when you need Him

· He will never leave you.
