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This is the first part in our series on Relationships.

Parents: Why are they so drama?

As children, we want to know the answers to some of these important issues like:

Why do our parents think we’re going to get ran over every time we leave the house?

Why do parents freak out if we stay out a little past our curfew?
Why does my Mom make me eat liver and onions when she knows it’s going to make me puke?

Why does my Dad freak out when I get an “F” on a test? It’s just one test.
All of us have these nagging questions that we want answers for.

To understand why parents are so drama, we first have to get into their heads.

I know. Scary.

By talking to some parents (including my own), I found that all of them said, the greatest responsibility a parent has is trying to raise up a child.
The key word is: trying.
We try to be good children for our parents and our parents try to be good mothers and fathers.

I have some mind-blowing news for you. Are you ready?
· Parents are only human!

· I know, I know. They make mistakes just like me and you.

For the most part, parents want the best for their children.
I know that there have been some parents, even some of our parents, that have made big mistakes and that have let us down.

· We’ll get to that in a minute.

But by nature, most parents want to protect their child and want what’s best for them.
Remember Samuel? The mullet guy?

His mother is a good example of a parent caring for her child.

· She wanted a son so bad but she wasn’t able to.

· She made a vow with God in 1 Samuel 1:11 saying, “O LORD Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant's misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the LORD for all the days of his life…”
· She cried and pleaded with the Lord to give her a child and He did.
In verse 27 & 28 she said, “I prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of him. So now I give him to the LORD. For his whole life he will be given over to the LORD.”
Wanted a child didn’t make her a good parent, but giving him back to the Lord did.
Those of us, who have Christian and non-Christian parents, be thankful for them.

· They are by no means perfect, but they do deserve your respect.

· And they sacrifice many things for you.

I remember growing up with not much money. My parents were not wealthy by any means, but I remember having new clothes when school started. I never remember my mother buying a new dress…ever! I’m not kidding. My parents sacrificed for me and most of the time I wasn’t thankful, at least I didn’t act like I was.

I have some more mind-blowing news. Are you ready?

· You may be more drama than your parents!

· I know! How’d of thought?

Sometimes the reason kids get upset with our parent for being so “drama” is actually their fault.

I’m not taking side, just hear me out.

Listen to this story I heard the other day.

According to a radio report, a middle school in Oregon was faced with a unique problem.  A number of girls were beginning to use lipstick and put it on in the bathroom. 

That was fine, but after they put on their lipstick they would press their lips to the mirror leaving dozens of little lip prints. 
The girls were asked numerous times not to do this to no avail. The lip prints continued to cover the mirrors. 
Finally the principal decided that something had to be done.  She called all the girls to the bathroom and met them there with the maintenance man. 
She explained that all these lip prints were causing a major problem for the custodian who had to clean the mirrors every night.

To demonstrate how difficult it was to clean the mirrors, she asked the maintenance guy to clean one of the mirrors.  He took out a long handled squeegee, dipped it into the toilet and then cleaned the mirror.  Since then there have been no lip prints on the mirrors.
This story doesn’t involve parents but it explains how stubborn and selfish children can be.

If you get grounded for being out past your curfew, is that your parents fault?

· No. It’s your fault.
· Is it a retarded rule? No. It goes back to the fact that your parents want to keep you safe.
· I was talking to my Mom about this sermon and this is what she had to say. “Being a Christian mom, I think, sometimes makes it harder on the child. We not only try to keep them safe from everything but we try to instill values that a lot of non-Christian mothers don’t. So I think we might nag more. We tend to think of not just their life on earth, but most importantly, the eternal one as well. We instill morals and values that the non-Christian mother would not do, thus putting much more stress on the child.  Each day you love them a little more and they become a part of you. We sometimes forget that they are God’s child and not ours. Although from the child’s point of view, we are mean and cruel and not fair. The reality of it is that each day we love them a little more and try to do everything to steer their life in the right direction.”
The Bible says in Deuteronomy 5:16 “Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God has commanded you, so that you may live long and that it may go well with you…”
Does this mean you don’t have to honor your parents if they aren’t Christians?

· No. In order to live as God commands, you must honor them regardless of their beliefs.

Yeah parents can over-react to certain things and maybe sometimes it truly isn’t fair, but someday you’ll be the parent and you’ll realize that you should’ve been easier on your parents because your kids will be hard on you!
So, I asked my mom, What are parents so Drama?
- She said, #1 - They love you SO much. If they did not love you, they would not go to the trouble to nag you. I think sometimes that the child of a Christian parent might get the drama treatment more than a secular parent. They want you to do right and choose right and know that the responsibility rests on their shoulders. How you raise them (to know and serve God) is the most important thing they can instill in you. If they don’t teach you right and wrong, most likely you’ll end up “wrong.” Just because the world is a very secular place and a child is easily turned towards the world with peer pressure and influences. That is why (at least in the Christian parent’s case) you would tell a child “No, you cannot go to that party” or “you cannot go camping with the Jones…they drink and swear (or whatever).” A non-Christian parent would probably let them go and not think so much about the environment they would be going into. 
 
Parents nag because kids don’t listen or refuse to listen. 
Kids are lazy and need parents to keep nagging them. They nag them so that they learn responsibility. Like:
“Clean your room” Why? Because you have no clean cloths--they are buried under the debris on your bedroom floor!
“Brush you teeth” Why? We don’t want you to offend your teacher or classmates and we don’t want you to have yellow teeth!
“Don’t drink another soda pop today” Why? Because it makes you fat and it rots your stomach!
“Take a shower” Why? Because you stink and you haven’t taken a shower for 5 days!
 
What it boils down to is “CARING and LOVING.”
· My mom said it best, parents are drama because they love you.
I want to close with one last thing:

It’s unfortunate that some parents leave their children or don’t know how to be good parents or have messed up big time.
I’m not an expert on this issue by no means, but this is the best answer I came up with:
God.

· If you don’t have a father or mother, let God be your Father.
· The Bible says in Psalms 68:5, God is “A father to the fatherless”
· He is the only One who can fill that void in your life.
